
July/August 2009 Page 1

NEWSLETTER OF THE AUDUBON SOCIETY OF GREATER DENVER

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE GREATER DENVER COMMUNITY

JULY/AUGUST 2009
Volume 43, No. 4ISBN: 1531-2283

Nature Festival on target ...................1
Lt. Governor's Initiative ......................1
President's Message ...........................2
New Friends Members .......................2
Bird-A-Thon .........................................3
I want to be an Ornithologist ............3
ASGD on FACEBOOK .........................3
Eagle Eye .............................................4
Family of bird enthusiasts ..................5
Art & Photo Contest & Sale ...............5
Environment Stewardship Awards ...6
Johns Manville Service Day ................6
Calendar of Events .............................7
Field Trips, Classes & Programs ......8-9
ASGD Travel ......................................10
ASGD Donation Programs ...............10
Backyard Birds ............................ 11-13
Donor & Volunteer Recognition .....13
Become a Friend of ASGD ...............14

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Nature Festival and FUNdraiser on target
by Carl Norbeck, ASGD Executive Director

The first annual Audubon 
Nature Festival and 
FUNdraiser held on Sunday, 

June 7 was a great success! Groups 
of all ages came as families or with 
friends to enjoy the beautiful 
day and nature at its best. Over 
500 visitors helped the Audubon 
Society of Greater Denver 
celebrate its 40th anniversary.

Highlights of the Festival 
included:

beginning bird-watching and 
photography and connecting 
kids with nature. 

watching expedition.

Birding Organization. 33 birds 

representing 14 bird species were 

was the most unique—the first ever 
banded at this banding station.

Kids with Nature.

and Gary Graham.

Falcon, Harris Hawk, Great Horned 
Owl, and Bald Eagle.

Ecological Institute

S&S Optika.

the successful opening of the Audubon 

January. In the past the Audubon 

only, used primarily as a classroom 

on weekends provides a high quality 
outdoor adventures for families and 

to this new initiative for ASGD has 
been excellent for a fledgling Nature 

January 1. Our goal is for 5,000 
visitors in 2009 – hopefully you will 
be one of them.

Colorado Lieutenant 
Governor’s Initiative

-

to the growing body of scientific evi-
dence indicating that lack of contact 
with nature is linked to worrisome 
childhood health trends, including 
obesity, attention disorders, and de-
pression. In short, findings show that 
children who play outdoors are physi-
cally and mentally healthier.

How can parents help their 
children become more active outdoors? 

place to get unplugged, learn about 
nature, and develop healthy habits 

you to join us on the weekends at the 

and participate in our outdoor 
adventures led by skilled naturalists. 

For more information on the  
www.

colorado.gov/ltgovernor and click on 
Kids Outdoors.

Over 500 visitors enjoyed the beautiful day and nature at 
its best at the The first annual Audubon Nature Festival.
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ASGD welcomes our
New Friends Members
Thank you for joining ASGD. We hope you will take pride in the award-
winning programs your “new” organization offers, and will join us at 
the Audubon Center at Chatfield for Outdoor Adventures. Welcome!

-

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE–
On this, the 40th anniversary of the Audubon Society of Greater Denver 

for her many years of dedicated service and leadership. She has successfully 
guided our organization in fulfilling its mission of serving the Denver 
community. I also must thank the many people who have made ASGD such a 
successful organization: the founders—who we celebrate this year—as well as 

as stewards of the time, money, and energy you so generously contribute to 
ASGD to make it what it is.

But we cannot rest on our past laurels, especially in these tenuous times. 
ASGD must and does continue to serve the community by offering natural 
science education to over 4,000 students annually, by advocating for fact-

weekends.

previously as a classroom for school programs, the larger building became a 
first class nature center allowing us to offer both indoor and outdoor activities. 

laboratory. On the weekends the center hums with activity as families and 
children explore the out-of-doors and begin developing their understanding 

because people protect what they love; all of us are helping educate our future 

to drop in on any weekend. I think you will be excited by what you see.

made, are making, and will continue to make a positive difference in our lives 

Joe Bartell
lesliezeus1938@yahoo.com

Doris Cruze
cruzeduo@aol.com

Tom Easley
teasley1@comcast.net

Mackenzie Goldthwait
kezgold@comcast.net

Ken Gordon
ken@kengordon.com

Doug Kibbe
dpkibbe@msn.com

Linda Strand
LJeanStrand@comcast.net

President Tom Parchman
tsp716@msn.com

1st Vice President
Arlene Raskin

raskinarlene@comcast.net
2nd Vice President Ann Bonnell

abonnell@juno.com
Treasurer Carol DeStefanis

carmdstf@aol.com
Secretary Polly Reetz

reetzfam@juno.com

ASGD STAFF
Executive Director

Carl Norbeck
cnorbeck@denveraudubon.org
Audubon Center Director

Karl Brummert
kbrummert@denveraudubon.org

Office Manager
Rhonda Shank

info@denveraudubon.org
Bookkeeper
Maile Jones

finance@denveraudubon.org

ASGD OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

 The Warbler is published bimonthly by the 
Audubon Society of Greater Denver (ASGD).

MISSION
ASGD is a nonprofit group dedicated to 
maintaining the health of natural ecosystems 
through education, political action, scientific 
research and land preservation, with primary 
focus on birds, other wildlife and ecosystems 
of the South Platte River watershed. 

www.denveraudubon.org

MEMBERSHIP
FRIENDS OF ASGD receive the Warbler 
and additional membership benefits. 
Members of the National Audubon 
Society in the Denver Metro Area receive 
complimentary copies of the The Warbler. 

Produced by C. Dale Flowers
Flowers & Associates, Inc.

cdale@cdale.com
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Bird-A-Thon 2009
by Linda Strand

Tan astounding success – the 
event involved birders of all 

ages and all skill levels, introduced 
birding to a school group, covered 

over $7,800. Efforts ranged from a 
10-minute decision to pledge $10 to 
a true 24-hour field adventure.

and Jeff Dawson who identified 141 

have set the bar high for the 2010 
Bird-a-thon.

Also providing a significant 
contribution were Hugh and Urling 

and over $1,500 in pledges and Deb 

finding 86 species and contributing 
over $1,600 in pledges.

included 15 students – first time 
birders, guided by Karl Brummert, 

22 species and turning in over $550 
in pledges.

you birded or simply wrote a check 
—you have made a significant 

continue to present programs to our 

2010, the next ASGD Bird-a-thon.

Birdathon team from Rick’s Center for Gifted Children at 
the University of Denver receiving award as top student 
team in 2009

M -
ton is seven and my mom and dad are Gary and 

-

was a great experience and recommended we see it. 

woke me early on a school day. He prepared my clothes 
and backpack so I could be at school by 8:45! I was so ex-

charge of the bird banding, put me right to work going 
with her to check the nets. I held the bags she put the birds 
in after she took them out of the nets. After she took a bird 
out of a net she told me what net it was from and I got to 
hold the bag until we got back to the picnic table. I had 
such a great time that I asked my dad if we could go back 

I Want to be an Ornithologist
by Kylie Mattes

and do it again. 

-

if the bird had a band on its leg. If it did she called it a 
recap (meaning “recapture”). If not, she put a band on it. 
I wrote down what time it was caught, the band number, 

I also learned what abbreviations were used for the birds: 

a great time participating in the bird banding. I especially 
liked it when I was allowed to hold the birds before we let 

-
unteers get the birds out of the nets. I love being outdoors 
with animals. I told my parents I want to become a zoolo-
gist and study birds when I go to college. 

ASGD has a Facebook page. Visit the site and sign up as a 

programs and activities on the page, up-to-date news about 
-

sion group for you to post your questions, comments, bird or 

Audubon Society of Greater Denver on FACEBOOK
best way to join is to put the word “Facebook” in your com-
puter search engine and then look for Audubon Society of 

-

way to receive quick news about ASGD.
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Watching Public Policy for the Environment

by Polly Reetz, ASGD Conservation Committee Chair

3 0 3 - 7 8 9 - 1 0 8 9   To l l  F r e e : 8 7 7 - 3 9 6 - 3 3 5 2
6 5 7 9  S o u t h  B r o a d w a y

Tu e s- F r i     1 0  a m  -  6  p m
S a t u r d a y   1 0  a m  -  5  p m

S t o r e  H o u r s :

If you have been reading the papers, listening to the radio 

priorities!
First came the Rules Review bill, HB (House Bill) 

1292, which reviewed all the rules promulgated by state 
agencies for the last year, including, quite crucially, the new 

approval contains significant compromises with industry, and 
Audubon would have preferred the original rules formulated 
in stakeholder meetings. But even the compromise version is 
much better than the current status quo.

After a long, arduous fight, the rules passed with only 
minor changes and now contain protections for public 
health and for wildlife habitat from the impacts of oil and 
gas drilling.

language in the final regs specifies a 300-foot setback from 

some future point the public will be invited to participate 
in a stakeholder process that will work out a solution to this 
question.

the reauthorization of 
the Habitat Stamp (HB 235), also passed, though not 

up to $25 per passport.

Stamp be spent on big game winter range to expire in 

freedom and flexibility to decide which lands they want to 
protect, whether by outright purchase or via conservation 
easements.

amendment to the original bill, but the final language 

Several bills mentioned in the last Eagle Eye did in fact 

requiring developers to offer solar electric pre-wiring as 

enact such a statute! 2) HB 1129, outlining a process that allows 

up to 10 new developments (no more than 2 per river basin) to 
use cisterns to collect rain water for residential use – which has 

be connected to a city water system (which barrs developments 

preserve and protect short grass prairie habitat died 
in committee, due to adamant opposition from a large part 
of the agriculture community. Evidently some in this group 
consider a call to preserve short grass prairie tantamount to 
criticism of farming and ranching practices.

One bill dropped into our lap, so to speak. HB 1067, 
allowing a tax credit for donation of water rights to the 

preserve instream 
flows, passed both Houses, to our surprise. It caps the value 
of such tax credits at $2 million per year and is only effective 

And unfortunately an amendment added at the very end of 
the process significantly weakens the Instream Flow program. 
Audubon will work with other supporters of the program next 
year to reverse this defect.

All in all, the 2009 session was quite a good one for 
the environment; a number of good bills passed and all the 

business on such topics as forest health, wind power options for 
new homes, protection of instream flows and other recondite 
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You have created a family of bird enthusiasts
by Karl Brummert, Audubon Center Director

Too often, children experience nature through television 
programs which usually include action-packed 

locations, search for and capture wild animals, and explain 
fascinating facts about them. But how 
often do children – and adults – have 
the opportunity to experience wildlife 
biology firsthand, in “real life”, right near 
home?

opportunity.

Bird Observatory, captures both 
migratory and resident songbirds in soft 
meshed nets around the ponds, along the 

her volunteer assistants gently remove 
the birds from the net, they bring them 
back to their “research station”. A small 
metal band imprinted with a unique 

age, sex, fat, molt, weight, and wing and 
tail length. 

touch the birds and even hold and release them. It is a rare 
experience that no doubt leaves a lasting impression.

station a frequent outing both during 
the week and on weekends. One mother, 
who home schools her children, even 
included the experience as part of her 
curriculum. 

a bird landed on the fence and our 7 year 

year old daughter often climbs up on the 

day when we were at the station she said 

does on each bird.)”
Our goal at the Audubon Nature 

opportunities to discover nature in 
a relaxed, comfortable environment. 

confidence to explore with their children. 

includes an element of real adventure. 

Francis Commercon works to release a 
warbler from a bird banding net.

Friday, Saturday and Sunday, December 4 – 6, 2009

-
ciety of Denver is sponsoring an art and photo contest. Ama-
teurs and professionals submit your art and photos for judging 

photographers will have the opportunity to sell their work at 

-
-

site at www.denveraudubon.org or can be mailed by calling 
303-973-9530 or by e-mail at info@denveraudubon.org. Art 

-
ter on Saturday, November 28, 2009 or Sunday, November 29, 
2009 between the hours of 10 am and 2 pm.

Theme:
Colorado Wildlife, Birds and Plants
All entries must in some way represent the natural elements of 

of a fox or cottonwood tree, a painting or drawing of a deer 
beside the stream, an aspen quilt, or a stained glass cattail 
window.

Categories

Age Groups:

12 - 18
18 - over

entries and a single award for best of show.

ASGD Art and Photo Contest and Sale 
Colorado Wildlife, Birds and Plants
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Community Member

Gary L. Graham
Gary is an innovator, wildlife expert, and author. His career has 

model for conserving rare species on private lands across the 

Texas Wildlife Viewing Guide and the 
Golden Guide to Bats of the World.

ASGD’s 2009 Environmental Stewardship Awards

ASGD Member

Allen W. Stokes, Jr. 
Allen is an attorney and a lifelong environmental champion. 
He is a life member of the National Audubon Society and 
has been an active supporter of ASGD since 1972 in many 

A -

-

-
ter, created planters around the trees, and installed a 
flagstone platform under the bench on the entrance 

Nature Festival and FUNDraiser the following week-

enough for all their hard work!

Johns Manville Service Day at the Audubon Center
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JULY 2009

AUGUST 2009

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

ASGD Calendar of Events

    1 2 3 4 

 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

 26 27 28 29 30 31  

       1 

 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

 30 31 

7pm 
ASGD
Board Meeting

7pm 
ASGD
Board Meeting

7pm 
Conservation
Committee

8am
Filius Park 
(Mt. Evans) FT

7am Lair o’ the Bear FT
10am-3pm
Audubon Center Open

10am-3pm
Audubon Center Open

10am-3pm
Audubon Center Open

10am-3pm
Audubon Center Open

10am-3pm
Audubon Center Open

10am-3pm
Audubon Center Open

10am-3pm
Audubon Center Open

10am-3pm
Audubon Center Open

10am-3pm
Audubon Center Open

8am 
Walk The Wetlands
10am-3pm
Audubon Center Open

8am Walk The Wetlands
10am-3pm
Audubon Center Open
6:30pm
Hummingbird FT

8am Prospect Park FT
10am-3pm
Audubon Center Open

10am-3pm
Audubon Center Open

10am-3pm
Audubon Center Open

10am-3pm
Audubon Center Open

10am-3pm
Audubon Center Open

7am Biking Waterton 
Canyon FT
10am-3pm
Audubon Center Open

6:30pm
Hummingbird 
Class

ASGD Office Closed

Independence Day
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FIELD TRIPS, CLASSES & PROGRAMS
To Register Call 303.973.9530

Join FRIENDS of ASGD and Receive Discounts on Field Trips and Classes

Filius Park
Echo and Summit Lakes (Mt. Evans)

Friday, July 17
8:00 am (full day)

Leader: Lynn Wilcoxin
$10/Friends members, $12/non-members

Pre-registration required

Meeting Place: Go west on I 70 to Evergreen exit then 2 miles 

Description: 

Finch. Group is limited to 10 participants.

Prospect Park 
Saturday, July 25 
7:30am (half day)

Leader: Jackie King
$8/Friends members, $10/non-members

Pre-registration required

Meeting Place: -

Description: 

using a scooter for mobility so this trip is accessible and will 
involve easy walking.

Your Summer Adventure begins at the
Audubon Center at Chatfield!

July & August Hours
Saturday & Sunday, 10 a.m. -3 p.m.

Discover nature, go on a hike with one of our naturalists, spend time outdoors with your 
children, explore with other adults, and celebrate  with fun close to home.

The Audubon Center is located on Waterton Road off S. Wadsworth Blvd 4.4 miles south of C-470.

Walk the Wetlands
Sunday, July 5 & Aug 2 at 8:00 am
Leader: Hugh & Urling Kingery; 

Master Birders
Pre-registration NOT required

Meeting Place:

Description: -
tunity to learn how to find and identify birds found in the 

welcome. Bring water, binoculars and field guides. 

Lair o’ the Bear Park
Saturday, July 11
7:00am (half day)

Leader: Karleen Schofield
$8/Friends members, $10/non-members

Pre-registration required

Meeting Place: Far end of the parking lot.

Description: -
-

include coniferous, riparian, and deciduous woodland as well 
as creek, marsh, and brushy meadow. July is the perfect time 

several miles of moderately strenuous hiking. Bring lunch, 
water, sunscreen and bug spray.
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Join FRIENDS of ASGD and Receive Discounts on Field Trips and Classes

FIELD TRIPS, CLASSES & PROGRAMS
To Register Call 303.973.9530

~LOOKING AHEAD~

Evening Under the Full Fruit Moon
Friday, September 4, 7:30- 10 pm
$10/Friends/$12 non-members

Pre-registration preferred;
Admission available at the event

Meeting Place: 

Description: 

in moonlight or heard nearby as we walk along the ponds and 

a local storyteller spins tales of the natural world around the 
campfire.

Beginning Bird Watching Class
Classroom Session at the Audubon Center at Chatfield

Thursday, Sept. 17, 7-9 pm
Field Trips: Saturdays, Sep. 19, 26, 
October 3, 10, 17, 24 - 8 am - 1 pm
Leaders: Hugh and Urling Kingery

$145/Friends members, $165/non member
Pre-registration required

Description: 

couple introduces you to this popular outdoor hobby like no 

trips to some of the best birding spots in the Denver metro 

or fall class sessions.)

Hummingbirds of Colorado
Their Natural History and How to Attract Them

Monday,  July 27 [classroom] from 6:30 to 9:00 pm
Sunday,  Aug. 2  [fieldtrip] from 6:00 to 8:30 pm

Leader: Tina Jones, Master Birder 303-794-2647
$20/Friends members, $23/non-members

Pre-registration is required

Meeting Places: -

Description: 
Hummingbirds, but the state has had up to a total of 11 spe-

-
ers Hummingbird behavior, life styles and adaptations. Iden-
tification of adult Hummingbirds will be discussed along 
with learning how to I.D. tricky females and immatures. 

-

 

Biking And Birding In Waterton Canyon 
(Rain Or Shine)

Sunday, August 23 from 7 to 10 am
Leaders: Jennifer Gutierrez-Hughes, Triathalon Olym-

pian from the Sydney, Australia Olympics; 
and Janet Sacks and Mary Fran O’ Connor
Cell phone contact for more information: 

Janet at 720-320-6565
$10/Friends members, $12/non-members

Pre-registration required

Meeting Place:
or mountain bike, bike helmet, binoculars, water and a snack 
in your backpack. If you need help inflating tires or making 
minor adjustments to your bike then please arrive by 6:30 am 
for on-site help.

Description: 
miles one way - gradual incline) and stop 3 times along the 
way for bird watching. Jennifer will give everyone riding tech-
nique advice along the way.
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ASGD TRAVEL
For More Information or to Register See the Trip Descriptions Below

Join FRIENDS of ASGD and Receive Discounts on Field Trips and Classes

Nicaragua Ecotour 
Date: February 20-28, 2010 (8 nights, 9 days)

-

with water birds and many tropical forest species. Explore El 

we go to Solentiname Island located in the lake which has dis-

explore the western shore of the lake including the colonial 
city of Grenada and the volcanic island of Ometepe, where we 

be some free time in Grenada to absorb the culture and also 
do some shopping. Our trip ends at San Juan del Sur on the 

Price: $1850 per person includes most meals, services of a local 
guide, transportation and internal airfare. Deposit of $500 per 
person required. Does not include travel insurance (which is 
strongly recommended), tips, departure tax, or roundtrip in-

at $700 per person).

Detailed information, itinerary, and registration contact 
Becky Beckers at 303-766-5266, email at AgentBecky@aol.com, 
or visit www.TravelForTheBirds.com.v

Elk Bugling Weekend - 
Grand Lake
Friday, Saturday, Sunday, October 3 - 5, 2009
Leaders: Harriet Stratton and Master Birders
Price: $185 per person. Non-members $225

Meeting Place: 

Description: During the September-October mating season, 
-

istic rutting call of bulls can be heard from just before dusk 

-

pot of chili will simmer to warm spirits after the evening 

Bugling with dinner later out on the town. Sunday offers 
another opportunity for a mountain walk before the scenic 
drive home.

Details:
and are responsible for their own Saturday lunch and din-
ner. Friday chili and Saturday and Sunday breakfasts will be 
provided. Audubon can coordinate carpooling.

Leave A Legacy
Protect Birds! Protect Habitat!

is becoming a popular way to leave a lasting legacy. 

special might be simpler than you think. 

For more information, call ASGD at 303-973-9530 or 
send an e-mail to cnorbeck@denveraudubon.org

Donate a Vehicle
Help Birds! Help Kids!

To donate a vehicle, call ASGD at 303-973-9530 or 
send an e-mail to info@denveraudubon.org.

– ASGD Donation Programs –
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by Hugh Kingery

DAVE RIGGS NOTICED -

CINDY JOHNSTONE and Angie Koehler discovered unique 

photos of them perched on a fence and walking down the 
sidewalk. 

TURKEY VULTURES: -

above my house, traveling west very slowly. Soaring, not flap-
ping.” She saw 10 on April 16; they roost within a mile of her 
house. 

COOPER’S HAWKS
-

said they have nested there for several years; they also said the 
-
-

left, a hawk came out of nowhere and its talons picked off the 
-

across the back alley. 

PETER IANGAN (CENTENNIAL): “a Sharp-shinned Hawk 
-

tine is to catch a bird and leave a pile of feathers with no sign 
of the remainder of the bird. In April we saw the Sharp-shin 
perched on our maple tree plucking all the feathers from a 

on a limb, and departed.” 

LISA WATCHED A GOSHAWK dine “on pigeon right next to 

pigeon was plucked, feathers all around the carcass. I wish the 
hawk would go for the many voles in our yard and not the 
other birds.” 

BETTE LEVINE – from a very urban 

of an American Kestrel perched on 
her balcony. “Indeed a pair is chirp-

take over a nesting area that some 
small birds have inhabited for 
years, in an air vent just below us.” 

Harrier taking a bath in the High 

of water flow). Dave saw one in his 
alley, twice in April.

Backyard Birds continued on page 14

RAIN, SNOW, DRIZZLE, AND CLOUDS agree with migrants 
– the spate of birds lasted all spring. I collected a record 76 

them more telegraphically than usual.

FOR THE ASGD BIRDATHON,
Doug Kibbe (starting at Julesburg at 5 a.m.) counted 141 spe-

-

MEREDITH MCBURNEY, master bander and articulate teach-

-

-
ing into the nets as we opened them, and we had to close for 
an hour mid-morning because of rain, but we finally started 

so cold we might still be there!”

HER BANNER YEAR -

bird banded elsewhere is pretty rare, and to have one that re-
ally tells something about how far our little migrants are trav-
eling is quite special.”

ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAKS:
-

-

Gammon, and us. Evening Grosbeaks, a species seen less and 

WESTERN TANAGERS: 
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Backyard Birds continued from page 13

CATS CRAVE BIRDS,

who set the broken leg and took to a rehabber. Kelen appreci-

caller wanted advice about whether and how to move a rob-

PINERY (PARKER) OFFICIALS stocked their lake with fish in 
-

saw four, plus “a tree full of cormorants. At least 25.” Sandhill 

RICK ADDED A REMINISCENCE
wind screaming out of the northwest, I saw a flock of geese 
desperately trying to fly north into the ferocious headwind. 
At times they went backwards. Just as they would get their 
V formed, the wind would break it up. I continued to watch 

THE BUSHTIT SAGA CONTINUES.
-

10, and Ken Gammon had one in Franktown, among very 
few reports this winter. OK to delete per Hugh.

IRA SANDERS REPORTED A SURPRISE:

Finch, which I have never had in the county much less at my 
feeder.”

LYNN ACKERMAN IN HIGHLANDS RANCH:

ELEANOR PICKERING:

-
tive nest on a metal power pole on south Broadway and an-

Sperger and I saw a pair building a nest inside a large piece of 

if it succeeded, though I think it unlikely.”

EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVES continue to burgeon. Ken 
counted two dozen in late April. Deb Ostergard in west 
Denver had one “all winter, just one, thru all the yucky 
weather. A new one recently arrived (in April) to keep him 

we have seen three at the feeders.” 

JAN JUSTICE-WADDINGTON

-

BY APRIL 22, DAVE
“It was a joy during the dry winter to keep them in our location 
by providing lots of fresh water for them. It seems that we were 
the only water source in the immediate area. I now realize the 
importance of providing fresh water for all the birds – when 
none is available naturally they will flock to it.”

NAN: “11 or more robins plus as many House Sparrows gathered 
by a deep puddle formed by the still-melting snow by our drive-
way to take their spring-cleanup bath!” She wonders if our winter 

GINA GERKEN ENGINEERED installation of 44 bluebird boxes 

their property. I put out four – three in ideal bluebirds spots 
-

ing lot, not an enticing bluebird spot, but one that I hoped 

added a barometer to the top, back, of the box – a bright, white 
gizmo with little cups attached that spins wildly in the wind. I 
considered asking them to move it – but I decided just to write 
off that box as one that would never be used. Of course, all the 
boxes I checked yesterday (Apr. 22) had scraggily beginnings of 

coming and going and the barometer spinning wildly, a proud 

kinds of things that make the effort worthwhile!”

OUT OUR WAY,

increased since 2004. She saw the same thing at the bluebird 

-
rosa pines in Elizabeth. OK to delete per Hugh.

MARCH SNOWSTORM TALES:
swarm all over my feeders competing for every available perch 

American Goldfinches, 2 crows, 2 Northern Flickers, one Stell-

a snowstorm was interesting.” 

URLING STARRED

– none went in and they all flew away.

Backyard Birds continued on page 15
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We thank our valued…

Backyard Birds continued from page 14

APRIL 17-18 SNOWSTORM TALES: Kirk Huffstater: “High-

-

BOB SPENCER IN GOLDEN:

came to the drum feeder. Outstanding in the center was one 

finches and sparrows huddle under her carport.

URLING AND I: “After two days, snow continues to come 

Goldfinches, and 4 House Finches spent the last four hours 
-

casionally they dip down to the feeders for sunflower chips 

sit in the most exposed places they can find during a steady 
snowfall?”

WARREN FINCH ANSWERED,
heat through the storm clouds.”

LISA CRISPIN:
finches could hop around on top without sinking in. Our 
siskins, goldfinches, and House Finches were also hanging out 
in a tree near the feeder, but a lot of them were feeding, too.”

NAN’S SNOW OBSERVATIONS involved mammals: a red fox 
and squirrels. Ken Gammon also had a mammal report from 

About four feet west of coyote was a crow with broken right 
wing. From scrub oak came adult goshawk heading for crow! 

went looking for crow feathers; found none.”

I WELCOME YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS to this column. Send a 

V O L U N T E E R S
Field Trip Leaders

Office Help

Spring Appeal Mailing

Nature Festival Volunteers

Jones, Hugh Kingery, Urling Kingery, Kris Koff, Kathanne 

Contributed Photos

Stocker, Dick Vogel

Contributed EXPO Presentations

D O N O R S
Memorial Donations

Direct Donors

Fran Enright, Donald Fisher, James H. Frazier, Jody Georgeson, 

-

-

Urling Kingery admires a Great Horned Owl with staff member 
from HawkQuest at the June 7th Nature Festival at the Audubon 
Center at Chatfield State Park.
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At the Front Range Birding Company we 
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dippers, misters and pond kits.

3-Level
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