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Birding the Bosque del Apache
by Mary Taylor Young

If thousands of snow geese, thousands of sandhill cranes, 
bald eagles, Cooper’s, red-tailed, ferruginous, and rough-
legged hawks, wintering songbirds, rails, roadrunners, and 

thrashers bore you—don’t sign up for Birding the Bosque! 
ASGD’s exciting excursion to Bosque del Apache National 

Wildlife Refuge will be January 18 – 21, 2007. This trip, led by 
Hugh and Urling Kingery, typically sells out quickly, so sign 
up soon or risk being added to the dreaded waiting list.

The Bosque, with its abundance of prairie, wetlands, and 
southwestern desert birds, is the premier winter birding desti-
nation in the intermountain west. More than 100,000 snow 
geese (both white and blue forms) and 20,000 sandhill cranes 
winter on the ponds, marshes and grain fields in and near the 
refuge located south of Albuquerque, New Mexico. Thousands 
of ducks, some shore and wading birds, many species of song-
birds, and many raptors are also easily visible.

The trip will depart from Denver at 8:00am on Friday, 
January 18 and head south to Maxwell National Wildlife Ref-
uge, south of Raton, NM—about a 4-hour drive—for lunch. 
Maxwell is a wintering site for bald eagles and we will see them 
in all age classes, perched on trees next to the road, hunting 
over ponds, perhaps sitting on the ice. We will also visit the 
Las Vegas National Wildlife Refuge.

We’ll spend the night in Santa Fe. (Note: We will arrive 
too late to explore the city, since most shops and galleries close 

by 6:00pm in winter.) Next morning we will depart early for 
Socorro (a 2 ! hour drive). We’ll check into our motel, then 
spend the afternoon birding the refuge, with a stop at the visi-
tor’s center. We’ll be on the refuge for the spectacular evening 
fly-in of snow geese and sandhill cranes. This is a wonderful 
show as trailing lines of cranes, looking like primordial beasts, 
fly in from all points of the compass. Everywhere the air is 
filled with their eerie trilling call. After feeding all day in the 
fields, the birds return to the safety of the ponds and shallow.

After dinner and overnight in Socorro, we will return to 
the refuge before dawn to view the birds departing as the sun 
rises. At first the many long-necked shapes of the birds are in-
distinct in the early light. Then they start to take form. As the 
sky lightens, the geese begin to take off in great waves with a 
cacophony of honking, often so close to your head that you 
think you can reach up and touch them. The long-necked, 
long-legged cranes launch into ungainly flight. Soon the sky is 
so filled with birds you think it can’t hold anymore.

After the fly-out, we’ll spend the day and evening bird-
ing the refuge and vicinity, as much as the group wants. After 
a second night in Socorro, we’ll leave early to drive straight 
home to Denver—a 10-hour drive. We’ll try to arrive back by 
5:00 pm on January 21.

Cost is $685 per Friends member (double occupancy), 
$835 per Friends member (single occupancy). Non-members 
add $60 per person. Price includes round-trip motor coach 
transportation, guide services, three nights accommodations, 
driver gratuity, park entrance fees, 3 breakfasts, 3 lunches and 
3 dinners. Deposit of$100 due at registration with the balance 
due December 15, 2007.

Audubon Master 
Birder Class
Are you ready to take your birding skills to the next level AND 
share your passion for birds with others? Beginning in January, 
2008 applications will be accepted for the second Audubon 
Master Birder class. This year-long program, the only one of 
its kind in the state, offers an incredible learning opportunity 
for intermediate level birders. In return for a series of college 
level classes and extensive field work, Master Birders donate 
over 48 hours of service to ASGD each year after graduation. 
They provide inspiration to others interested in birds and help 
connect people with nature.

 Master Birder students explore bird related topics in-
depth, such as, migration, habitat, advanced identification, 
sound identification, and conservation issues through Mon-
day evening class sessions twice a month. They also spend an 

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
& BOOK SIGNING WITH HUGH KINGERY

Sunday, December 2 at 11a.m. to 1p.m.
At the Audubon Center at Chatfield

Everyone is invited to join us by the fire to celebrate the winter 
holidays and the release of “Birding Colorado” by Hugh Kingery. We 
will have copies of his book for sale (proceeds benefiting Audubon 
Society of Greater Denver). They will make great holiday gifts!

Our annual holiday celebration is a fun time to catch up with 
fellow volunteers and members. Enjoy hot apple cider, cookies 
and other refreshments. Bring the kids and make edible 
ornaments for the birds, nature crafts and other activities.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE–

Change is in the air –
 If the chill in the air on that early morning bird hike or the discovery of flocks of 
juncos in the back yard has already impressed you that there is a change in the air, 
please be ready for more changes coming.
 
Donny Roush, our executive director, submitted a letter of resignation on August 
29. Donny and his family bought a home in the Stapleton Development, and his 
long commute was a big factor in his decision to find employment closer to home. 
We thank Donny for his work with ASGD, and we wish Donny and his family the 
very best.
 
The Board of Directors launched a search for a new executive director in Septem-
ber. As of press deadline, resumes are coming in and the Board is confident that a 
well-qualified person will soon be on the job. Susan Smith continues as Education  
Director, Rhonda Shank as Office Manager, and Nancy Abramson as Bookkeeper.
 
Other changes include Allen Stokes being elected first vice president, and Linda 
Strand being elected to the Board. Linda brings strong qualifications and outstand-
ing skills.
 
In October our first Wednesday of the month members meetings changed - moving 
from the Audubon Center at Chatfield to the large meeting room at the REI Flagship 
Store near downtown Denver. On Wednesday, November 7, Dr. Joyce Gellhorn will 
present “Colorado’s White-Tailed Ptarmigan: Ghosts of the Alpine Tundra” at 7:00 
p.m. Everyone is welcome to this free program. There are more changes. Members 
meetings will not be held in December and January due to Christmas Bird Counts 
and the holidays. On Sunday, December 2, Walk the Wetlands at 9:00 a.m. will be 
followed by a Holiday Open House at the Audubon Center from 11a.m. to 1p.m. 
Come enjoy hot chocolate and visiting with Audubon friends.

Happy holidays and happy trails to you

Thanks To Our Volunteers!
SEP/OCT WARBLER VOLUNTEERS: Willa Brunkhorst, Jo Ann Bushnell, Patti  
Echelmeyer, Marc Goodbody, Jeanne McCune, Betty L. McGinnis, Viola (Vi) Nicholson, 
Lori Sharp, Barbara & Frank Shissler.

ADOPT-A-PLATTE VOLUNTEERS: Fran Campbell, Peter Mulholland, Joyce Quigley, 
Tom Reilly, Peggy Roberts, Betsy Weitkamp, Emilie Wiersma, Ralph Wiersma.

OFFICE ANGELS: Carolyn Roark, Grace Weber, Carolyn Hancock, Sue Schulman, Ben 
Cooper, Lori Sharp.

LOCKHEED MARTIN WORK DAY: Ann Bonnell, Cavan Cuddy, Fred Griest, Doug  
Hodous, Kristina Koff, Krista Redlinger +Lockheed Martin volunteers

AUDUBON CENTER & BLUEBIRD PROJECT VOLUNTEERS: Fred Griest, Kevin Corwin, 
Linda Wiles, Frank Shissler, John Todd, Kris Koff, Doug Hodous, Ann Bonnell

BIRDSEED SALE: John Harrington, Kevin Corwin, Doris & Jimmy Cruze, Dave Hill.

SCHOOL NATURALISTS: Arlene Raskin, Barbara Masoner, Doris Cruze, Polly Reetz, Kris 
Koff, Urling Kingery

Lavonne Axford 
Tom Easley

teasley1@comcast.net
Mackenzie Goldthwait

kezgold@comcast.net
Jo Evans

jo.evans@comcast.net
Senator Ken Gordon

ken.gordon.senate@state.co.us
Tina Jones

tjcalliope@hotmail.com
Arlene Raskin

raskinarlene@comcast.net
Linda Strand

LJeanStrand@comcast.net
Kent Wiley

wileysk1@msn.com

President Doris Cruze
cruzeduo@aol.com 

1st Vice President Allen Stokes
allenstokes@aol.com

2nd Vice President Ann Bonnell
abonnell@juno.com

Treasurer Carol DeStefanis
carmdstf@aol.com

Secretary Polly Reetz
reetzfam@juno.com

ASGD STAFF
Executive Director

Position Open

Education Director
Susan Smith

ssmith@denveraudubon.org
Office Manager
Rhonda Shank

rshank@denveraudubon.org
Bookkeeper

Nancy Abramson
nabramson@ieee.org

ASGD OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

The Warbler is published bimonthly by the 
Audubon Society of Greater Denver (ASGD).

MISSION
ASGD is a nonprofit group dedicated to 
maintaining the health of natural ecosystems 
through education, political action, scientific 
research and land preservation, with primary 
focus on birds, other wildlife and ecosystems 
of the South Platte River watershed. 

9308 S. Wadsworth Boulevard
Littleton, Colorado 80128

www.denveraudubon.org

MEMBERSHIP
FRIENDS OF ASGD receive the Warbler 
and additional membership benefits. 
Members of the National Audubon Soci-
ety in the Denver Metro Area receive com-
plimentary copies of the The Warbler. 

Editor C. Dale Flowers
Flowers & Associates, Inc.

cdale@cdale.com
© 2007
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Reduce, reuse, recycle is a familiar slogan we all hope to 
live up to every day. The problem is, where do we start?  
How about starting with the decision every grocery shop-

per must make, “Paper or plastic?”  Of course paper means us-
ing up trees and plastic means using non-renewable petroleum 
products. Avoid this tough decision. Bring your own fabric bags 
or at least bring back last week’s bags and reuse them. When 
they start to fall apart, reuse them for packing material.

Going for a hike? Don’t forget water and a snack. Just be 
sure the water is in a reusable container and the snack is, too. 
According to Earth Policy Institute, 8 out of 10 plastic water 
bottles end up in the garbage. Just making all the bottles for 
the United States requires more than 1.5 million barrels of oil 
annually, or enough to fuel 100,000 cars. (Visit www.refillnot-
landfill.org for more information). Using a refillable container 
not only saves landfill space, but you are assured of getting 
safe, inexpensive water from your tap.

Going on a picnic or hosting a backyard cookout? The 

question of paper vs. plastic plates and utensils calls for an 
environmentally sound decision. Paper plates, cups, and nap-
kins do not decompose readily in a landfill. Plastic plates and 
utensils do not decompose, period. What to do? Get real - real 
plates, real forks and knives, cups glasses, tablecloths, and nap-
kins! Wash them and reuse them and enjoy your food know-
ing you are making a difference.

Buying yogurt or applesauce or other foods for that snack 
out on the trail? Buy the largest size you can use and portion 
out snack sized servings into reusable containers. Those single 
serving yogurt cups might seem convenient, but they are not 
recyclable.

Attending a meeting? Take your own cup. Not only does 
coffee or tea taste better in a regular cup than a foam cup, but 
it stays hotter longer and the cup can be rinsed and reused.

Look for other tips and ideas in this and future issues of 
the Warbler. It is one small part of Audubon’s efforts to em-
power individuals to do something about global warming.

Paper or Plastic – No Thanks!
by Doris Cruze, ASGD President

Would you like to help the Audubon Society of Great-
er Denver continue its mission of environmental 
conservation into the future, for generations to 

come? With metro Denver’s population expected to continue 
its rapid growth, birds and other wildlife will face even tough-
er struggles to survive. The human-environment bond will be 
further strained, making the need for environmental educa-
tion ever greater. Remembering ASGD in your estate planning 
ensures your legacy and our mutual goal of conservation.

Your “estate” is the sum of your assets, including prop-
erty you own, insurance policies, retirement accounts, cash 
on hand, etc. Wealthy people may have very large estates, but 
even people who aren’t wealthy often have the resources to 
make a charitable bequest. If every adult in America made a 
will and included a bequest of just $100, billions of dollars 
would flow to charitable causes every year.

You have a choice among several types of bequests as well 
as other financial vehicles. The most straightforward are:

General Bequests are gifts left to certain people or 
causes from the general value of the estate, and are made by 
designating a specific dollar amount, a particular asset or a 
fixed percentage of your estate to the cause of your choice.

General bequest language:
“I give, devise, and bequeath to Audubon Society of Greater Den-

ver, the sum of $________, for the bene!t of Audubon Society of Great-
er Denver and its general purposes.”

Specific Bequests are made when a particular item or 
property is bequeathed for a designated purpose.

Specific bequest language:
“I give, devise, and bequeath to Audubon Society of Greater Den-

ver, the sum of $_______ (or a description of a speci!c asset), for the 

bene!t of Audubon Society of Greater Denver to be used for the following 
purpose: (state the purpose). If at any time in the judgment of the trustees 
of Audubon Society of Greater Denver it is impossible or impracticable 
to carry out exactly the designated purpose, they shall determine an al-
ternative purpose closest to the designated purpose.”

Residuary Bequests are made when you intend to 
leave the residue portion of your assets after other terms of the 
will have been satisfied.

Residuary bequest language: 
“All the rest, residue, and remainder of my estate, both real and 

personal, I give to Audubon Society of Greater Denver, for its general 
purposes.”

Contingency Bequests allow you to leave a portion of 
your estate to a particular charity if your named beneficiary 
does not survive you.

Contingency bequest language:
“I devise and bequeath the residue of the property, real and per-

sonal and wherever situated, owned by me at my death, to (name of ben-
e!ciary), if (she/he) survives me. If (name of bene!ciary) does not sur-
vive me, I devise and bequeath my residuary estate to Audubon Society 
of Greater Denver, for its general purposes.”

We always recommend that you carefully review the 
terms of your will with a professional trained in handling 
trusts and estates. One consideration is key: Without a will, 
there is no mechanism in place to make a bequest.

Audubon Society of Greater Denver recently became a partner in the 
LEAVE A LEGACY® program, through the Colorado Planned Giving 
Roundtable. The LEAVE A LEGACY® website is helpful in getting famil-
iar with gift planning; go to http://wwwleavealegacy.org/.

Planning a healthy future for our environment
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Watching Public Policy for the Environment

by Polly Reetz

It’s only two months until the Colorado General Assembly 
– also known as the Legislature, also known (by the late 
Molly Ivins) as “the leg” in Texas – reconvenes. By at least 

one account, in the Denver Daily News, there will be a flurry 
of environmental bills, many dealing with global warming. 
Let us hope that we can hold this issue, a central moral and 
ethical one as well as an environmental one, on a par with 
health care and state finances when our elected representa-
tives sit down to work.

The Colorado Climate Action Network, a coalition of 
environmental groups, is suggesting a five-part plan to cut 
greenhouse gases to 1990 levels by 2020, based on the scien-
tific estimate that greenhouse gas emissions must be reduced 
80 percent below current levels by 2050 to avoid the worst 
impacts of global warming. The five elements of this Early Ac-
tion Plan include –

renewable energy sources by 2020 (legislation passed last 
year); create energy-efficient programs that save money 
and reduce electricity use statewide 10 percent by 2020; 
and require coal-fired power plants to cut their green-
house gases in half through advanced technologies.

-
ing pollution nearly 30 percent from new cars; encourage 
sales of cars that use gasoline more efficiently.

-
cent by 2020 through use of incentives.

performance homes and commercial buildings that use 
50 percent less energy than today’s buildings. Promote 
energy retrofitting of existing buildings.

and store greenhouse gases geologically, and create a car-
bon registry to promote and track verified carbon storage 
in soils and forests.
Getting any of these points translated into legislation 

will take a major effort on the part of conservationists, as well 
as cooperative work with business organizations, municipali-
ties and other local governments. Members of the Network, 
such as the National Wildlife Federation and Colorado Envi-
ronmental Coalition, have pointed out the most likely con-
sequences of climate change to our state, such as the massive 
beetle kills in Colorado’s forests, more frequent wildfires, more 
intense heat waves, and reduced mountain snowpack. Most 
groups would agree that these are extremely undesirable, and 
that can form a starting point for cooperative efforts.

How you can help: Subscribe to the Denver Audubon 
listserve by going to our website, www.denveraudubon.org. 
You will receive alerts on crucial bills at crucial times. Attend 
the Audubon/Sierra Club Legislative Conference on February 
16 to get information about the different bills that will have 
been introduced (see the announcement on another page of 
the Warbler) directly from the Audubon lobbyist.

Global Warming Tip: If you are thinking about replacing 
the flooring in your kitchen, entry, bathroom or elsewhere, 
consider linoleum rather than PVC tile. Linoleum is made 
from natural materials, namely linseed oil, which is naturally 
anti-microbial, lasts 40 to 50 years rather than the 10-20 year 
lifetime of PVC tile, and is easy to care for with wet and dry 
mopping. There are many more colors and styles available 
now than in the past (remember that ugly, old dark linoleum 
in those 1940’s kitchens?). The manufacture of PVC tile, on 
the other hand, releases dioxins, which are known carcino-
gens.

Another Global Warming Tip: Eat less meat – livestock 
emit greenhouse gases such as methane and nitrous oxide. 
Reducing global meat consumption by 10 percent would cut 
the amount of these gases that contribute to global warning. 
If global average consumption were 90 grams per day (about 4 
ounces), that would prevent the levels of gases from speeding 
up climate change, according to experts cited in the medical 
journal The Lancet. In developed countries, people typically 
eat about 224 grams per day.

In all our efforts to get environmentally sound legislation 
passed, we have to remember that alternative energy sources 
have costs too. Nuclear energy is being touted – again – as a 
clean energy source, and one result is that energy firms are 
looking at mining uranium on the shortgrass prairie around 
Nunn, Colorado. The uranium would be dissolved out of un-
derground aquifers, pumped to the surface, and refined. What 
would be the impact on groundwater quality? Certainly the 
new roads, pipelines, pumping stations and so on would dis-
turb and fragment wildlife habitat (though only for 3 years, 
says a representative of the energy company). The pollution 
of the aquifer, a source of drinking water, is a big concern for 
residents of the Nunn area. Siting of wind and solar facilities 
remains basically unregulated. 

So – it could be a very lively session down at “the leg” 
this year!

Bird watchers on our September Walk the Wetlands hike were 
surprised to find this bobcat perched in a tree near the wetlands 
gazebo. The bobcat seemed to be out people watching for the 
morning! It just goes to prove that you never know what you will 
find when you take the time to look and listen in nature. 
Photo by Dick Vogel
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TRAVEL, FIELD TRIPS, CLASSES & PROGRAMS
To Register for Trips & Classes Call the ASGD Office at 303.973.9530

Join FRIENDS of ASGD and Receive Discounts on Field Trips and Classes
View Photos and Read Reviews from Trip Participants in Our Trip Scrapbook Online at www.denveraudubon.org/scrapbook.htm

Members Meeting - “Colorado’s White-
tailed Ptarmigan: Ghosts of the Alpine 
Tundra” 
DATE:  Wednesday, November 7 @ 7pm
PRESENTER: Joyce Gellhorn
MEETING PLACE: REI Flagship Store, 1416 Platte St. in 
downtown Denver; just of I-25 near Invesco Field at 
Mile High. 

DESCRIPTION: White-tailed ptarmigan, camouflaged to blend 
into their surroundings, are the only birds capable of survival in 
alpine environments throughout the year. The program, given 
by Dr. Joyce Gellhorn, author, teacher and biological consultant, 
takes a look at the unique adaptations of ptarmigan for living 
under these conditions. Because this species lives on the edge, 
it may serve as a barometer to the health of our planet in terms 
of global warming and preservation of habitats. (Open to all; 
we’ll pass the hat for donations and encourage non-members 
to become ASGD Friends.)

Belmar Park/Belmar Historical Park
DATE: Saturday, Nov. 17, 9:00am – noon 
 (lunch optional)
LEADER:  Karleen Schofield
Pre-Registration NOT required.
FEE: None
MEETING PLACE: From 800 S. Wadsworth, turn west on 
Ohio Ave., go two blocks straight ahead into Irongate 
parking lot and lake. Meet in the parking lot at 9:00 
AM sharp.

DESCRIPTION: This is a great outing for beginning birders. He 
focus will be on migrant waterfowl. We will view year-round 
resident birds and wintering birds. The Lakewood Heritage 
Center opens at noon. The park grounds contain historic 
buildings from Lakewood’s past and provide a great place for 
an additional outing and lunch. Dress for the weather. Bring 
binoculars, water, and field guide. You are welcome to bring a 
sack lunch to enjoy after the hike.v

– FIELD TRIPS –

Making It Possible.

SCFD
Scienti!c & Cultural
Facilities District

Making It Possible.

SCFD
Scienti!c & Cultural
Facilities District

Water Fowl Walk at Quincy Reservoir, 
Aurora Parks
DATE: Saturday, Nov. 3  8:30am - 11:00am
LEADER: Mary Ann Bonnell, Audubon Master Birder  
 (303-739-2428)
Pre-Registration IS required, through Aurora Parks (303-
739-2428). If no one answers, register by leaving your 
name, date of the hike and your phone number. Important: 
If no one registers, trip will be cancelled, so, if you plan to 
attend, be sure to register.
FEE:  $5/person entrance fee; pay at the self-serve 
station at the Quincy Reservoir parking lot.
MEETING PLACE: From Parker Rd., drive east on Quincy. 
Continue east past Buckley, look on south side of Quincy for 
sign and entrance to parking for Quincy Reservoir. NOTE: 
Quincy Reservoir is closed for the winter and gate will be 
locked. Meet Aurora naturalist Mary Ann Bonnell at the gate 
for admittance.

Walk the Wetlands
DATE: Sunday, Nov. 4 @ 9:00am
DATE: Sunday, Dec. 2 @ 9:00am
LEADERS:  Hugh & Urling Kingery (303-814-2723)
 Doris Cruze and other Master Birders 
Pre-Registration NOT required.
FEE:  None
MEETING PLACE: Parking lot at the Audubon Center at Chat-
field. The Audubon Center is located on Waterton Road, 4.4 
mile south of C470 and Wadsworth.

DESCRIPTION: We will hike along the South Platte River and 
look for winter birds such as raptors, ducks, and seed-eating 
perching birds. We always find surprises. Dress in layers for 
the weather. Bring binoculars, field guide, water, and a snack.

Please join us for a Holiday Open House & Party at the 
Audubon Center following the December Walk the 
Wetlands from 11am to 1pm. There will be family ac-
tivities, refreshments and stories around the fire. Plus, 
Hugh Kingery will be on hand to sign copies of his new 
book, “Birding Colorado.” Copies of the book will be 
available to purchase.
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TRAVEL, FIELD TRIPS, CLASSES & PROGRAMS
To Register for Trips & Classes Call the ASGD Office at 303.973.9530

Join FRIENDS of ASGD and Receive Discounts on Field Trips and Classes
View Photos and Read Reviews from Trip Participants in Our Trip Scrapbook Online at www.denveraudubon.org/scrapbook.htm

– FIELD TRIPS & TRAVEL –

– TRAVEL –

Douglas County Christmas Bird Count
DATE: Saturday, December 29, 2007
Everyone is invited. Skill level makes no difference. If you find 
the birds, your team leader will help with identification. Come 
help with our 26th annual count that covers a 15-mile circle 
from Roxborough State Park to Parry Park north to south, and 
from Pike National Forest to Castle Rock east to west. We will 
have from 9 to 13 teams out covering areas from 7:30am to 
3:30pm. After the count, gather at 4pm at Roxborough State 
Park Visitor Center for our famous chili get-together. Those 
attending are asked to bring something to go with chili. To 
sign up and connect with a team, please call Roxborough State 
Park at 303-973-3959.

See TRAVEL continued on page 8

Costa Rica – The Atlantic Side & Spring 
Raptor Migration
March 7 to 16, 2008 (9 nights, 10 days)

Join the Audubon Society of Greater Denver on a unique field 
trip to the Atlantic side of Costa Rica this March. This will be an 
opportunity to see a number of species not found in other parts 
of the country. We will 
stop in the central moun-
tains on our way east for 
some quality birding on 
a private reserve dedicated 
to habitat improvement. 
Then it is off to the low-
land forest and the famous 
OTS La Selva research sta-
tion which has recorded 
over 500 species of birds 
as well as numerous mam-
mals, reptiles and amphib-
ians. While here we will 
also bird at the Neotropico 
Center, another private re-
search facility. We then continue on to the Atlantic coast and 
Selva Bananito. This is a private farm and rainforest reserve that 
contains both primary forest and secondary forest. Birding here 
is fast and furious!

As a special treat we should be arriving at the beginning 
of the spring raptor migration. This is one of the best kept se-

Urban Denver Christmas Bird Count
DATE: January 1, 2008
Covers the area from the Platte River from North City limits to 
Mississippi, west to Buckley Field and Rocky Mountain Arsenal. 
Start the New Year with a half day or whole day effort--a good 
way to start your New Year’s List! 

POT LUCK DINNER – After the count at 5:00 p.m. Location is 
tentatively planned for Casey Davenhill’s, 415 South High (5 
blocks west of University, about 2 blocks south of Alameda). 
Please call Casey (303-744-0613) so we can count you in on 
the chili pot, Urling’s brownies, Casey’s hospitality, and your 
salad, dessert, veggie, or finger foods. . 

Count Coordinator, Hugh Kingery 303-814-2723 

*Please RSVP directly to the appropriate “Area Leader” if 
you plan to attend.

 AREA LOCATION  LEADER/PHONE
South Platte     Doris Cruze
(south) to Confluence Park  303-798-8072
South Platte (north)   Dick Schottler
     303-278-8035 
Rocky Mtn. Arsenal   Urling Kingery,
     303-814-2723 
Commerce City/Montbello  Jackie King,
     303-287-1644
Sand Creek/Tollgate Creek,   Randy Lentz &
Bluff Lake, & Aurora   303-680-3381 
      Buzz Schaumberg,
     303-699-1721
AREA LOCATION  LEADER/PHONE
Cherry Creek Res.   TBA
Kent School, S/Hampden  Lynn Willcockson
     303-757-7000 
SE Denver, N/Hampden  TBA 
Cherry Creek, dam to University Blvd. 
   (tentative) Paul Slingsby
     303-422-372, 
    paslingsby@comcast.net
Fairmont, Lowry Field   Tuesday Birders
     303-979-6211  
  
City Park/Park Hill   Kevin Corwin
     720-482-8454
Botanic Gardens,   Casey Davenhill
Denver Country Club, Wash. Park  303-744-0613

Christmas Bird Counts
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crets in all of the birding world! Every year millions of raptors 
from North America fly south in the fall to wintering grounds 
in South America. In the spring these birds return north to 
their breeding grounds in the US and Canada. Species include 
Swainson’s Hawks, Turkey Vultures and to a lesser extent Os-
preys, Swallow-tailed Kites and several others. Also very com-
mon in the migration is the Broad-winged Hawk from Latin 
America. On a good day one can see thousands of these birds 
moving overhead!! The spectacle has been described as a ribbon 
of birds filtering through the sky. While this phenomenon has 
occurred for millennia it is virtually unknown in the birding 
world. 

Price of $2,195 includes meals, park admissions, guide 
costs and gratuities, double occupancy lodging. Add $50 for 
non-members and $395 for single supplement. Does not in-
clude airfare from Denver to San Jose (currently approximately 
$700), Costa Rica airport departure tax, alcoholic beverages. 
Travel insurance is strongly recommended. 

For more information, call Becky Beckers at 303-766-5266 
or email to AgentBecky@aol.com.

TRAVEL continued from page 7

Alaska’s Gold Rush Inside Passage on 
Cruise West – Seattle to Juneau
May 14 - 24, 2008 (10 nights/11 days aboard the 138-
guest Spirit of Yorktown)

Join Audubon Society of Greater Denver on this Inside Pas-
sage voyage between Seattle and Juneau, following the orig-
inal route taken by stampeders of the Klondike Gold Rush. 
We will visit the charming ports and scenic waterways largely 
unchanged from the gold rushers’ era. From dense, forested 
shores to secluded fjords to immense glaciers and unspoiled 
waterways, the entire length of the Inside Passage is a para-
dise for wildlife lovers—mountain goats, harbor seals, bears, 
humpback whales, orcas and Bald Eagles may be seen. To pro-
tect its fragile wilderness, few vessels are permitted to sail into 
stunning Glacier Bay. Let Cruise West’s small ships show it 
to you the way it should be seen: up-close, leaving nothing 
behind but our small wake. Bear sightings are particularly ex-
citing! Black bears can be seen from early spring as they wake 
and feed with their newly born cubs. Tracy Arm and Glacier 
Bay are perfect for our small ship to nudge close to shore and 
view these magnificent beasts in their natural surroundings. A 
National Park Service ranger and a Native Cultural Interpreter 
offer insightful narration and help you spot wildlife and mi-
grating birds. Humpback whales abound in Frederick Sound 
and orcas in the Strait of Georgia. 

Group pricing per person, double-occupancy cabins start 
at $4,027 for Quyana members and $4,213 for first-time Cruise 
West passengers; add $50 for non-ASGD Friends member. Save 
up to $400 per person off of brochure rates. Single-share room-
mate match available in some cabins. Add-on airfare available 
from Denver into Seattle and back from Juneau for $800 per 
person. Cruise includes meals, gratuities and selected shore 
excursions at each port. Trip will be led by ASGD 2nd Vice 
President Ann Bonnell. An extension to Denali from May 24 
– 28 is available. For a complete itinerary or more information, 
contact Becky Beckers, 303-766-5266,AgentBecky@aol.com 
or go to www.TravelForTheBirds.com.

Bluebird Box Builders Needed
by Kevin Corwin, Colorado Bluebird Project Chair

The Colorado Bluebird Project is ready to start another 
season of building nest boxes at our new workshop at the 
Audubon Center at Chatfield Last year was our first season 
for this work and we had good volunteer turnout, we’re hop-
ing to build even more boxes this year. All we need to en-
sure success is...YOU! If you want to help build nest boxes for 
our little blue friends please contact us at our email address:  
bluebirdproject@denveraudubon.org. No prior experience is 
needed.  We will have two types of work sessions: one will fo-
cus on cutting the boards and drilling the entrance and venti-
lation holes; the other will focus on assembling the boxes.

We want to set a schedule that accommodates the most 
volunteers possible, so when you send your email to us please 
let us know the following:

Do you prefer daytime or nighttime sessions?
Do you prefer weekend or weekday sessions?
Do you prefer a specific day of the week?
Do you prefer one type of work session over the other 

(cutting vs. assembly)?
How many sessions per month do you think you’d like 

to attend?
Sessions will probably run from one to three hours, and 

you’re obviously not required to stay the entire time. Don’t 
hesitate to ask questions if you need more information!  

Thanks!

Seasons Greetings from the
Front Range Birding Company…
COME EXPLORE OUR NATURE STORE!

A nature center for you and your family!

9956 West Remington Place
(NE Corner of C-470 & Kipling)

303-979 BIRD (2473)
www.frontrangebirding.comC-470
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by Hugh Kingery

See Backyard Birds continued on page 10

A BLUE GROUSE moseyed through Carol Chapman’s back-
yard in the foothills west of Morrison Sept. 26 – the first time 
anyone has reported that backyard bird! After sampling her 
bird seed the grouse flew up into a tree to roost – and stayed in 
her yard to at least Sept. 30. 

AN UNFOLDING STORY THIS FALL involves Red-breasted 
Nuthatches, which have invaded the plains east to Kansas. 
Denver yards enjoyed some of this fallout. Bill Eden, in south 
Denver, studied a nesting pair in June. Joy Schieving saw a 
couple in July, then they inundated the city (sort of). In Au-
gust sightings came in from Joy Schieving in south Denver, 
who saw them on 15 days and in September from Kevin Cor-
win in Centennial, Rita Orr in west Denver, several of us in 
Franktown and Jill Holden counted nine on Carpenter Peak 
in Roxborough State Park.

EVEN THOUGH I KEEP SAYING hummingbirds do not come 
to Denver feeders, lots of people saw them during the last two 
months. Flo deCesare (Centennial) says that on July 25, “we 
had just finished dinner and a hummer came and stationed 
herself in front of us, about three feet above the middle of the 
table and hovered for 15 seconds before she decided we were 
not dinner.” She saw them several times over the summer. Jill 
and Mark Holden enjoyed some close encounters: “Two Cal-
liope Hummingbirds showed up as I was bringing the feeder 
over to the hook. Both came over and drank from the feeder, 
even settling onto the perch, and seemed more concerned 
with battling each other than with me. The next morning 
they showed up again and one drank while I held the feeder 
after it chased the other away. This morning Mark went out 
with the feeder and he got one Broad-tailed and one Calli-
ope. The Broad-tailed was much more nervous and didn’t stay 
any time at all, but the Calliope sat there and had a nice long 
drink.” Joy reported quite a variety in August: one to three 
Broad-tails daily, Rufous on six days, Calliopes four to five 
days, and Black-chinned one day. Urling wondered what other 
birds use hummingbird feeders, after a Downy Woodpecker 
came to ours a couple of times over the summer.

MIGRANTS CAME IN, mostly the usual ones. Wilson’s War-
blers were all over in August: reports came from Jim Fredland 
in north Denver, Kevin Corwin, Bill Eden, Joy Schieving, and 
us in Franktown. Flo saw a Townsend’s Warbler on Aug. 20, 
Jim saw a MacGillivray’s Aug. 19, and we tallied an Orange-
crowned Sept. 10 and 17. Karen Metz spotted a Cassin’s Vireo 
in Franktown in September. Jim saw a Cordilleran in north 
Denver Aug. 20 and on Aug. 8, Addie and Irv Cohen spot-
ted one “high in snag tree, flying back and forth from tree 
catching insects, always to exact same spot in tree.” Jim saw a 
Green-tailed Towhee Sept. 23, Karen Metz and Urling saw one 
each in September. Paula Breese, in east Denver, was “greet-
ed by a Western Tanager at our pond” Sept. 22. Jim reported 
Swainson’s Thrushes on Sept. 3 and 19, and a gray Catbird 
Sept. 10. Western Wood-Pewees showed up in Sept. for Jim 

and Joy. And a belated spring report: Jill Holden sent a de-
tailed description (you should do that with unexpected and 
rare birds) of a Baltimore Oriole that stopped at her feeder in 
mid May. 

ON SEPT. 14 MICHELLE (no last name given) saw a Common 
Nighthawk (she described it as having ‘herringbone’ plumage) 
perched lengthwise (that’s one way to tell nighthawks and 
poorwills – they never perch crossways on a branch like other 
birds). A squirrel approached so it fluttered up to a roof top to 
join another sleeper. Her son-in-law called it “La chusa” and 
said it was bad luck. 

PINE SISKINS WENT INTO SEPTEMBER OVERDRIVE in 
Franktown. Karen estimated 12 dozen in her subdivision; 
we counted 70 one day, Jill Holden and Brenda Beatty (Rox-
borough and Castle Rock) saw lots, though not that many. 
No suburbanites reported them, though. In early June at his 
Franktown bird bath Ken Gammon saw a Band-tailed Pigeon 
and a Wild Turkey. A female strolled through our yard around 
lunchtime, three days in June. 

FLO WATCHED A WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH “feeding 
her young from our feeder” on July 25, and in Commerce City, 
Jackie King had one “knocking on my back door Sept. 16—he 
flitted around the back of the house for quite a while. He was 
really cute!” Jackie also noted that “we are getting quite a few 
Eurasian Collard-Doves in Commerce City. I have had a pair 
in my backyard all summer, and there is a flock of about 20 at 
the dog track. 

JOE AND SHARON LAPOINT report from Parker that “a pair of 
Mountain Bluebirds selected one of our decorative birdhouses 
on our front porch. Five chicks fledged June 13. Meanwhile 
another pair was investigating all three of the decorative hous-
es in our backyard and had started a nest in one of them. We 
dug out our real bluebird box (used successfully in California 
by Western Bluebirds) and transferred as much nesting mate-
rial as we could to the new box. The bluebirds lost no time in 
completing the nest, and June 18 we counted four chicks and 
one egg. The Mountain Bluebirds are apparently exceptionally 
tolerant to people!” Ken had all five of his Franktown bluebird 
next boxes occupied. In July he watched a Common Poorwill 
fly over and around his bird bath and oak tree. We hear them 
calling all summer and Urling saw two roosting in our drive-
way Sept. 10, just as dusk faded. 

BARBARA BOARDMAN IN LITTLETON, “while gardening 
Aug. 16, heard the unmistakable zee-zee sound of a Cedar 
Waxwing. The next day I saw several working the fruits of the 
hawthorn. This shrub is 20 feet high and the window allows 
one to see directly into the top. From this angle I could observe 
them comically having trouble swallowing the fat juicy fruits. 
They tipped their heads upward and made gulping motions 
(do birds swallow?) to get each fruit to go down. The juice ran 
down their breasts, and much stropping of bills and preening 
of feathers was necessary after several fruits were eaten. Over 
the next eight days, 25-30 waxwings were seen at one time in 
the tree before it was cleaned. Many fruits were dropped onto 
the stone walk below, but I never saw a waxwing touch the 
ground. Has anyone seen one fly to the ground to feed?” Wax-
wings stopped in our yard three times in August, but didn’t 
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find anything as tempting as Barbara’s hawthorns. 

“TODAY (9/11),” REPORTS BILL EDEN, “I heard a noise in 
our TV room and assumed that it was Joan. When I went in 
she wasn’t there and the noise was coming from the screened 
fireplace. Seeing soot on the brick below the fireplace I feared a 
squirrel had fallen into the chimney. To my surprise there was 
a Northern Flicker looking out at me. I donned a pair of gloves 
and carefully grasped the bird. The flicker was relatively quiet as 
I carried it upstairs. Upon release, the former captive flew into a 
tall cottonwood apparently none the worse for the wear.” 

KAYE REED REPORTS that Burrowing Owls summered (nest-
ed?) near Centennial Airport. “The prairie dog town they live 
in goes into a field that has long-horn cattle and llamas in 
it.” We’ve reported the surge in Cooper’s Hawks nesting in 
metro Denver. Add a pair in Edgewater, where Richard Loveall 
regularly sees them feeding on birds and mice at his feeders. 
On Sept. 10, Bill Eden photographed a Cooper’s that “stopped 
by, not to harass the birds, but to hunt for mice under the 
feeder. S/he flew from its roost on the arbor down into the 
garden and pounced a few times but with no luck.”

MARY ANN BONNELL EMAILED about golf courses. At 
Broadlands course in Broomfield Aug. 20, “over the morning 
paper,” she saw a Pied-billed Grebe with three young. Over 
the summer, Hole 5 of Aurora’s Meadow Hills course “hosted 
Western Wood-Pewees, Western Kingbirds, Yellow Warblers, 
Cedar Waxwings, Broad-tailed Hummingbirds and Downy 
Woodpeckers all summer long. In addition to these smaller 
birds, Meadow Hills also raised a family of Red-tailed Hawks 
and Great Horned owls. One of the young owls has a penchant 
for hunting sparrows at dusk. Also of note: On two occasions, 
I have been alerted by a barn swallow ruckus to a kestrel steal-
ing off with a Barn Swallow in its talons. The thing that rivals 
the Meadow Hills day show is the thousands of brown bats 
that emerge from the eaves shutters, and cottonwoods to hunt 
the neighborhood at night. One loose board on my chimney 
hosts a maternity colony of at least 91 bats.”

FURTHER TO OUR ON-GOING DISCOURSE on urban-nest-
ing Swainson’s Hawks, Mary O’Connor says that “the area of 
Centennial in which I reside is home to a number of Swain-
son’s Hawks. Two very loud Swainson’s built a nest in early 
June by weaving poplars and pfitzers on the neighborhood 
side of the creek. Two chicks fledged in July. They seem to pre-
fer the roof tops to the tree canopies for now, and they are rap-
idly depleting our rabbit and snake populations (which surged 
to new heights this year). The adults must have some type 
of primordial notion about humans with binoculars as they 
have dive-bombed me (making contact) regularly since the 
fledging, and yet I never get too close when I observe them. 
All the kids in the neighborhood watched the chicks develop 
with an old telescope we got at a garage sale.” What a splendid 
way to expose kids to nature! Pairs nested in South Platte Park 
and Columbine Hills; Eleanor Pickering reports one surviving 
chick in each nest.

TWO FOLKS RESPONDED to last month’s description of the 
windshield gobbling crows of Highlands Ranch. Eleanor says 
that this behavior by “Keas (a large New Zealand parrot) is so 

Backyard Birds continued from page 9 common that tour books warn visitors to keep a wary eye on 
rental cars. Jean Lowry and her neighbors should be alerted 
to the possibility that this habit could spread to other crows, 
and to future generations of crows in Highlands Ranch.” Pat 
Brodbent says this “behavior has been happening for years all 
over the world. It appears that juveniles pose the biggest chal-
lenge as they are VERY curious about everything and seem to 
like anything “black” in color, especially the gummy wipers. 
I have taken to putting out toys for the crows/ravens, such as 
strips of dark rags, old wipers, strips of dark wood – anything 
dark or black that is rigid so they can’t easily swallow it. Black 
shoe laces would not be good! I put these in baskets or shal-
low pans. On three of four occasions this worked to stop them 
from tearing off wipers.”

FINALLY, THE MOST PUZZLING QUESTION we get (not in-
frequently) from Audubon callers, exemplified by Keith Ketner’s 
email of Aug. 22: “I am reporting a catastrophic local decline in 
the bird population. My acre-size yard in Arvada is normally 
alive with birds at this time of year. In the last few weeks there 
have been practically none, and the same goes for the neighbor-
hood. I’m thinking that West Nile virus is the culprit.”

I DON’T KNOW HOW TO RESPOND to Keith and other call-
ers with the same problem. They don’t live near each other, 
and lots of other people have plenty of bird activity. Some-
times we wonder if somebody new put out a feeder and pirat-
ed nearby feeder-birds, but that doesn’t apply to Keith’s whole 
neighborhood. Birds move around, but it seems odd for all to 
abandon a bird-friendly area. Do these localities recover? I’d 
like to hear more. 

I WELCOME YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS to this column. Drop 
me a note or post card at P.O. Box 584, Franktown 80116, or Email 
me, NOTE THE NEW EMAIL ADDRESS,ouzels8@aol.com. 

Help Spread the Word!
Do you regularly visit a business or other public place? 

Does that business have a community bulletin board?  Does 
your neighborhood have a newsletter? 

Would you like to help Denver Audubon increase atten-
dance at their programs and visitation in general?

Send an e-mail or letter with your e-mail or mailing ad-
dress and the name and location of the business or the neigh-
borhood.  We’ll e-mail or send you one page flyers or program 
announcements, you can post them at the businesses you 
frequent or send them to your neighborhood newsletter and 
help spread the word!

For example, all of the Starbucks (and most independent 
coffee shops) have community bulletin boards.  If you visit 
regularly, just take in the latest flyer and post it.  If we can post 
20 flyers around the community and 100 people read each 
flyer, we can reach 2,000 new people.

Just send your e-mail or mailing address and the name 
and location of the business and THANK YOU for helping 
Denver Audubon.  

Contact Linda Strand to help spread the word at: 
LJeanStrand@comcast.net or at 13187 E. Bethany Pl., Aurora, 
Colorado  80014.
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Audubon Master Birder Class continued from page 1

average of two days per month birding with some of the best 
birders in the state!

After certification, Master Birders put their skills to work 
as ambassadors for ASGD. They volunteer in a wide variety 
of activities, from leading bird hikes and counts to answering 
questions from the public at festivals and over the phone to 
special education projects.

Check out our website, www.denveraudubon.org/master-
birder.htm, for more information. Be sure to review the list of 
certification requirements and download your application.

Mark your calendars for January 14 at 7pm. The Mas-
ter Birder committee will host an informational open house 
at the ASGD office. Anyone who is considering applying for 
the program is encouraged to attend. Applications are due on 
Tuesday, January 29 and all applicants will be asked to partici-
pate in an entrance test on January 29 at 7pm (at the ASGD of-
fice). The test will include sight and sound bird identification 
using slides and recorded bird songs. Students accepted into 
the program will pay a $100 materials & speakers fee. (Finan-
cial assistance may be available for qualified applicants that 
cannot afford this fee.)

Special thanks to our Master Birder steering commit-
tee members, who continue to put in endless hours of work 
to make this one of the best programs of its kind: Hugh and 
Urling Kingery, Ann Bonnell, Tina Jones, Bill Eden, Karen 
von Saltza, and Doris Cruze.  ASGD Education Director Su-
san Smith is the staff coordinator. If you have questions 
about becoming a Master Birder, you can contact Susan at  
303-973-9530 or ssmith@denveraudubon.org.

ASGD recognizes our valued Donors
The Front Range Birding Company, Tom & Isabel Abbott, Steve Bonowski, Ed & Judy Butterfield, David Colson, Robert 
Crooks, David & Janus Dees, John & Marion Edwards, Jo Evans, Leon & Marla Graber, Julia A. Grundmeier, Georgia Hart, 
Dave & Cheryl Hill, Christy Honnen, Michael Huseby, Maxine Johnson, Stefan Kazmierski, Mary Keithler, Hugh & Urling 
Kingery, Goldie & Werner Knurr, Lynn & Peggy Lehmann, Mary Loving-Driscoll, Barbara Masoner, Sara Nelson, Raymond 
D. Schamel, Frances T. Shepperdson, Judy St. John, Kellun Turner & Michael Boggess, Rhonda Wood, Doug Ziegler

Lois Webster Fund 
accepting Applications 
for 2008 Wildlife 
Research Grants

Starting November 15, the members of the Audubon Soci-
ety of Greater Denver’s (ASGD) Lois Webster Fund (LWF) 
Committee will be looking for a few good wildlife re-

search projects to support. The LWF was established twelve 
years ago to honor ASGD founder, environmentalist and edu-
cator Lois Webster, and has distributed approximately $24,000 
worth of research grants. In 2007 the Fund awarded $5,000 
for a continuing study of burrowing owls and for research into 
a wildlife-friendly overpass in the Vail Pass area, and in 2006, 
for research on pika, bats, Burrowing Owls, and a checklist of 
birds from Aurora’s Parks and Open Space. Funds have also as-
sisted Flammulated Owl studies, the 2004 Grassland Bioblitz, 
and several mountain plover research projects in past years. 

The LWF was set up to fund research and education 
“designed to lead to the conservation of non-game species 
in Colorado that are declining or under stress or suffering 
loss or degradation of habitat,” according to the LWF Guide-
lines for Funding. The Committee focuses on partnering 
with other organizations and expects the grantee to pro-
vide the leadership and coordination to obtain additional 
funding and to involve others. The Guidelines and Appli-
cation for LWF grants can be found on the ASGD website  
www.denveraudubon.org under the Research Fund link.

The Committee will be accepting grant proposals through 
January 22, 2008 for approximately $6,000 worth of funds for 
research in the coming year. Grantees will be notified by late 
February and the funds dispersed in time for the spring field 
season. In past years we have received as many as 19 applica-
tions at one time and choosing the final candidates out of so 
many worthwhile projects is always difficult, though reward-
ing. We look forward to another great year for the LWF.

Welcome New Friends Members
Ann Carlston, Ann Werner, Anthony & Karin Wilk, Dan-
iel & Denise Dundon, Donald & Dolores Thorpe, Doris 
Robertson, Ed & Nancy Bathke, James & Mary Ann Ras-
mussen, Jan Lahlum, Jennifer May, Jerry & Mary Persall, 
Joni Canterbury, Kate Kramer, Linda Strand, Rhonda 
Wood, Robert Crooks, Robert Rodefeld, Sharon Frizzell, 
Steve & Marci Miller, Steve Bonowski.

SAVE THIS DATE!
2008 Legislative Conference  

February 16, 2008 at First Plymouth Church
A “whirlwind” of environmental bills, many deal-
ing with global warming, is expected for the 2008 
legislative session, according to the Denver Daily 
News. Find out what our legislators will be up to 
and meet the Audubon legislative liaison (support-
ed by your Audubon membership dollars) as well 
as some of the influential members of the Colo-
rado General Assembly, on Saturday, February 16. 
We will have a continental breakfast during regis-
tration, starting at 8:30 a.m., and a pot-luck lunch 
with a guest speaker. Audubon lobbyist Jen Boul-
ton will give us her latest report on the session, 
followed by break-out sessions on the major issues 
for 2008. The conference ends at 1:30 p.m. Make 
plans now to attend!
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