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It's time for our annual Fall Celebration, an exciting evening with Denver 

Audubon members, supporters, and friends! Learn about our accomplish-

ments and future plans as we prepare to enter our next half century. Geoff 

LeBaron, the Christmas Bird Count Director at the National Audubon 

Society, will speak about the rich history of the Christmas Bird Count and 

how it has enabled incredibly useful access to community science datasets 

worldwide.

ABOUT GEOFF LEBARON:
Geoff has been the Christmas Bird Count Director for the National 

Audubon Society since 1987.  Geoff also works on other Community 

Science projects including Climate Watch, Hummingbirds at Home, 

and the Great Backyard Bird Count, as well as ornithological and bird-

ing advisor on projects from the  

Conservation Science team.

—Join Us— 
66th Annual  

Audubon  
Christmas Bird Count

See page 4 for more  
information and website  

addresses. 

A N N U A L  F A L L  C E L E B R A T I O N    
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 5, 6:30-9:30PM

LAKEWOOD CULTURAL CENTER 
470 S. ALLISON PKWY, LAKEWOOD, 80206 
TICKETS:  $15 (MEMBER) $20(NON-MEMBER) TEENS FREE (12-18 YEARS)
 



GET IN THE FIELD AND SHOOT YOUR BEST 
PHOTOS - NOW!
Attention all photographers: The 2019 Share the View 
Contest begins October 15. Don’t wait until the last 
minute. Act now to capture some award-winning shots. 
Keep your eye on the prize!

We’re Educating Kids
Proceeds from Share the View support Denver Audu-
bon's ongoing education efforts in Denver Metro area 
schools. We serve over 2,500 students annually and are 
working to expand our programs even further to reach 
more children. We appreciate the help and support 
of all our members in promoting the contest and this 
worthy effort.

Enter October 15 through  
December 1, 2019

UNLIMITED Entries!
$10/Entry or 6 for $50

TEN CASH PRIZES WILL BE 
AWARDED:

Website to register:
Register and submit your entries at:  

denveraudubon.contestvenue.com/  

Colorado Photographer's Gala 

There will be additional recognition for Colorado photographers, 

including an evening event at CU South Denver (formerly called 

The Wildlife Experience) in February 2020. A $100 cash prize will 

be awarded to one image featured in Colorado Life Magazine.

9th Annual 
Share the View 
International Nature Photography Competition

Photo By Bob Karcz, Previous STV winner

Photo By Cissy Beasley, Previous STV winner

( C o n t .  n e x t  p a g e )

One Grand Prize of $1,000
Four first place prizes of $250  
Five second place prizes of $100

n 

i

v
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Photo By Jose Luis Rodriguez Sanchez ,  
Previous STV winner



Help Us Reach Our Goal
Our goal this year is to have over 2,000 entries. Our judges will balance  
emphasis on creativity and originality with technical skill.

Mark Your Calendars Now
Entries will be accepted from October 15 through December 1, 2019. Judging 
will take place in early December 2019. If you register prior to December 1, 
2019, you can continue to enter photos through December 5, 2019.
 
We Want You!
We have many expert photographers in our group who are often tapped to 
make presentations around the state showcasing pictures from their travels. 
We hope our member photographers will respond to our call and enter the 
Share the View Competition.

How You Can Help
Please help us spread the word by emailing friends, family and colleagues, 
posting on Facebook and Twitter, and by making announcements at meet-
ings or gatherings of photographers and birders. Here’s the link to the 
contest website:
http://www.denveraudubon.contestvenue.com
Share it far and wide. We really appreciate your support! 

Fired Up and Ready to Go!
Thanks to all of you for your support of last year’s competition. We are 
determined to make the 2019 contest another huge success. Please join us 
by entering your photos or by promoting the competition as often and in as 
many places as you can!
 

SHARE THE VIEW (CONT.)

Previous STV Winner - Chan Kwok Hung

Previous STV Winner - Bence Mate
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All birdwatchers, whether beginner, intermediate, or advanced, are in-

vited to join us on one or more Christmas Bird Counts.  Taking place across 

the nation since 1900, data collected by observers allows researchers and 

conservation biologists to study the long-term health and status of bird 

populations.  A 15 mile radius circle is divided into sections, with different 

parties assigned to each section.  Contact Count Compiler (for Denver, 

Denver Urban, Evergreen and Douglas County CBC) for section leaders, 

meeting times, locations and to join a team.

Registration:  Each section will be listed as a field trip on dfobirds.org 
starting on November 1.  You may register for a count area (or field 
trip) anytime in November or before December 14 online. No fee, but 
State Parks pass required.

See  websites listed below for all details, leaders 
and phone # and individual locations  

Denver Saturday, December 14  
www.denveraudubon.org/event/66th-denver-christmas-
bird-count/

Evergreen /Idaho Springs Christmas Sunday, Dec 15 
www.evergreenaudubon.org/events/Christmas-
bircount-2019/

Douglas County Saturday, Dec 28  
www.denveraudubon.org/event/douglas-county-christ-
mas-bird-count-3/

Denver Urban Christmas Count, January 1 
www.denveraudubon.org/event/denver-urban-christmas-
bird-count/ 

 

66TH ANNUAL AUDUBON CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

2019 - 2020   
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C O N S E R VAT I O N  R E P O R T  by Polly Reetz B I R D  L O S S  C A U S E S : 

D E C L I N E  I N  B I R D  P O P U L AT I O N S

( C o n t .  n e x t  p a g e )

Social media, newspapers and radio have all recently bombarded us with reports taken from Science 
magazine article that appeared on Sept. 19: “Decline of North American Avifauna.”
The article was co-authored by scientists from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, American Bird 
Conservancy, Bird Conservancy of the Rockies, Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, and the 
Smithsonian, among others.  Its conclusion:  North America is home to nearly 3 billion fewer birds now 
than in 1970 – a drop of more than 1 in 4 birds that have disappeared from the landscape in the past half 
century.

The study does not use data on rare or endangered birds but puts 
together information from the Audubon Christmas Bird Counts, North 
American Breeding Bird Surveys, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
waterfowl surveys and 10 other data sets.  The authors also analyzed 
data recently collected by weather radar technology that can track large 
groups of birds as they migrate.   Using models that incorporated all the 
data, the scientists estimated the net number of birds lost over time, 
across various habitats and bird groupings.  The stats show:

•	 Grasslands posted the biggest losses, nearly 720 million breeding individuals lost across 31 
species since 1970, a more than 50 percent decline.

•	 Boreal forest bird numbers dropped by 500 million since 1970, a more than 30% drop.

•	 Forest generalists, such as the dark-eyed junco, dropped by 482 million birds since 1970.

•	 Habitat generalists (birds that occupy more than 3 different habitat types) lost 417 million 
birds since 1970, a 20% drop for those species, like the white-crowned sparrow.

•	 The news is not all bad; waterfowl and raptor populations actually increased, and 
wetlands gained 20 million birds since 1970 also, due to initiatives to prevent wetlands loss 
and restore degraded areas.

 Two major questions come to mind:  what caused these declines, and what can we do about it?

Losses like this, across many biomes and bird 

families, can’t be explained by any single factor.  

According to the US Fish and Wildlife Service, 

habitat loss is the number one driver of avian 

population losses; after that come free-roaming 

cats, which kill an estimated 1-4 billion birds yearly; 

windows and skyscrapers; communications towers 

and guy wires.  Way down the list, FYI, are wind 

energy facilities, causing relatively small losses.  For 

migratory species, long journeys and changes on 

the wintering grounds could be a factor.  Pesticide 

use, insect declines and climate change certainly 

play a role as well.  The Science article doesn’t 

attempt to answer this question.
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1. Make windows safer, day and night, by installing screens 
or breaking up reflections on the outside of windows.  see 
https://abcbirds.org/get-involved/bird-smart-glass/ 

2. Keep cats indoors, and ask your friends and neighbors to do the same.  Cats are 
estimated to kill more than 2.6 billion birds annually in the U.S. and Canada.

3. Reduce lawn, plant natives.  Lawns don’t offer enough food or 
shelter for many birds and other wildlife.  With more than 63 million 
acres of lawn in the US alone, there are many opportunities to 
support wildlife by replace lawns with native plantings.

4. Avoid using pesticides around your home.   More than 1 billion pounds of 
pesticides are applied in the US yearly; neonicotinoids, the most widely used 
pesticide type, is lethal to birds and their insect prey. 

5. Drink shade-grown coffee.  When trees are left to shade the coffee plants, this 
preserves wintering habitat for many species.

6. Protect our planet from plastics.  Plastic takes more than 400 years to degrade, 
and 91% of plastics created are not recycled.  Reduce your use of plastics by 
avoiding single-use plastics; advocate for bans of plastic bags, Styrofoam and 
straws.

7. Practice citizen science:  join a project like eBird, Project 
Feeder Watch, the Christmas Bird Count, the Great Backyard 
Bird Count, or a Breeding Bird Survey to record your 
observations.   

C O N S E R V A T I O N  ( C O N T. )

And, importantly, work to preserve important 

natural areas where birds spend the winter, rest 

and recuperate during migration, and breed.  Places 

like the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, Chico 

Basin Ranch, the Great Bend of the Platte River in 

Nebraska, our other National Wildlife Refuges – all 

these places and many more need your help!   BLM 

manages more bird habitat than any other agency; 

keep an eye out for their revised Management Plans 

and comment on those to benefit birds.  Make sure 

our Colorado riparian areas are managed to maintain 

their biodiversity.

W H AT  C A N  W E  D O ?  

For more information see:   
www.3billionbirds.org, and  
www.audubon.org/new
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Seven actions, taken from the 
website www.3billionbirds.org that 
bird watchers and bird lovers can 
take to help reverse the trend:



Yard birds spawned lots of babies this year, at least in some yards. Leslie 
Handerson (in Elizabeth) emailed us on July 16 about her bird kids. “A pine tree 
full of hairy woodpeckers this morning all squawking at the same time.  Possibly 
2 nest boxes of wrens.  We had some pine trees cut down 2 days ago, but the 
guys have not picked up the cut trees yet.  This might as well be Disneyland for 
the wren families. Tons of fledgling magpies & crows (so humorous). Tons of 
starling family members.  I only enjoy them when they head to the bird bath.  
They are hysterical to watch bathe in the bath.
 She works as a landscaper at a car museum in Elizabeth, where she 
sometimes sees Red Crossbills. On July 15, “I saw a male (red) & female 
(yellowish) crossbill at the bird bath yesterday.  Always a thrill to see these 
strange birds.  That beak always throws me off until I figure out who I’m seeing.  
I fill his bird bath daily and it is appreciated by the wildlife on his property.”
 In Roxborough Aug. 12, Jill Holden “had fledgling Lesser Goldfinches 
getting fed thistle from my feeder just a little while ago.  Quite a few young Spot-
ted Towhees that don’t have their adult color yet come regularly to eat off of my 
deck.  The Black-capped Chickadees had fledglings coming around, but seem to 

have left, replaced by a pair of Mountain Chicka-
dees that now show up regularly.  We have had 
House Finches come with their young as well.  
The Red-winged Blackbirds come with their 
young and clear out the seed.
 “We have both Broad-tailed and Black-
chinned Hummingbirds coming, but haven’t 
seen any Rufous yet.  We had been getting 
Black-headed Grosbeak just a little while back, 
but they seem to have disappeared.  A couple of 
magpies drop in occasionally.”

 In Franktown, Karen Metz enjoyed  “a 
Plumbeous Vireo family that fledged. It has been a banner year for Black-headed 
Grosbeaks, and proving to be a fine year for Red Crossbills. Like Leslie, I have 
seen juveniles, here and at Castlewood Canyon State Park also.”

 Barbara Spagnuolo supervises a series of bluebird trails in Castle Rock. 
She commented,  “While most of our local bluebirds have completed their nest-
ing activity for the 2019 season, we have a pair of Mountain Bluebirds that began 

B A C K YA R D  B I R D S  by Hugh Kingery

( C o n t .  n e x t  p a g e )

breeding activity and nest building late this 
season.

  “The first nest of this pair had eggs by May 31, 
compared to most MOBL nests in our area that 
have eggs before the end of April. Their first 
clutch of six chicks fledged by early July; then 
the nest building for the second clutch began 
by 7/14. As of the monitoring check today, Au-
gust 7, there were 5 naked young in the nest, 
likely hatched 1-2 days ago. This hatch date 
of 8/5 or 8/6 is definitely the latest recorded 

hatch date in Castle Rock during the last 12 years. The nest is located in an ac-
tive park in northern Castle Rock at 
6115 ft. elevation.”

 By Sept. 1 George Ulrich 
said, “Well no bluebirds nested 
this year in our Highlands Ranch 
location; however several sightings 
of MOBLs occurred. They even 
inspected at least two of our boxes, 
but left the nesting process to the 
Tree Swallows. Of 18 boxes, 16 
were inhabited by TRES (2 were 
failures), one by chickadees, and one 
by House Wrens. The chickadee 
family was followed by a false wren attempt.”

 Sharon Tanaka emailed, on Aug. 16, “I wanted to pass along this pic-
ture we took of a white hummingbird in our yard. (See next page) He/she has 
been visiting our yard for the last four days straight.  I feed hummingbirds every 
year and have never seen a white one like this.

We live in Ken Caryl plains, west Lakewood.   I have seen him/her every day 
for a week.  We had just taken in our hummingbird feeders a couple of days be-
fore spotting him due to bear sightings in the neighborhood. I’m glad we have 
hummingbird-friendly flowers to keep them coming back.”

House Finch by  Hugh Kingery

Red Crossbill by Jeannie Mitchell

Mountain Bluebird by Dick Vogel
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B A C K YA R D  B I R D S (cont.)

 Sept. 15, Deb Carstensen 
(Littleton) said, “I’m down to one 
hummingbird here which I think is 
the Calliope female or youngster. 
I still have more than a hundred 
cormorants roosting on the ponds at 
night. The lesser goldfinches are here 
enjoying the cosmos and I enjoy them 
as much as they enjoy the cosmos. 
 On Sept. 14, Deb says, 
“around nine in the morning, more 
than 50 grackles took over the joint for 
about 15 minutes and then swooped 
out. It was very dramatic and noisy!” This contrasts with the Fall Count the 
next day at Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge—where we 
count NO blackbirds, grackles, or cowbirds.
 Lynn Willcockson reports a new bird for his yard near Bible Park, 
on Sept. 15: a Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay that spent most of the day there.
 Pat Moore called Denver Audubon to report an unknown nest. On 
Aug. 3, Urling and I went over to her home in Castle Rock to inspect it. Pat 
showed us the nest, 4 feet off the ground in a scrawny scrub oak near a big 
clearing. The birds had hidden it within thick leaves. Yellowish, the babies 
had wing bars and little finch-type bills. We speculated that they looked 
sort of like Lesser Goldfinches. After watching for 15-30 minutes, a pair of 
Lessers started circling around. When perched, they showed no food in the 
bill, but probably had seeds in their crops. Eventually each one dropped into 
the nest and we heard the little guys cheeping constantly. We could not 
see the adults on the nest -- the leaves hid it completely. No photos, but a 
fascinating discovery. 
 While we watched the nest, we also saw a 5-foot long bull snake 
climbing up a nearby spindly scrub oak. Ray Moore escorted it away 
from the nest, and it slithered into a drain pipe hole. Unfortunately, Pat 
and Ray checked the goldfinch nest, and found it empty of nestlings, but 
not otherwise disturbed. The youngsters had had 10-15 days to go before 
they could fledge, so we think that the bull snake remembered where it 
had searched, came back, and found the nest tree. (When snakes consume 
nestlings, they don’t disturb the nest.) A sad ending for the goldfinches, and 

an interesting lesson for us.
 Several people reacted to this report. Leslie commented, “I watched a 
wren last year be such a devoted mom and loose her nestlings to a bull snake.  
It broke my heart.  She returned to the same unusual spot this spring, so I 
bought some snake repellant.  I spread the powder every few days below the 
nest area (reapply after rain).  I also added some yard art that blows in the 
wind below the nest.  The wrens were successful and may have had a 2nd 
brood.  I hope my snake friend found 
some rodents instead.”
 Karen also reacted. “I had 
worried about a bull snake (the first I 
have seen on our ponderosa/scrub oak 
property in 23 years). One afternoon it 
came within ten feet of the Cordilleran 
Flycatcher nest on my front porch light 
fixture. Lady Cordie was just building 
her nest then.  I hazed the snake - it 
didn’t like my walking along with it as it 
left. Fortunately all four Cordie nestlings 
fledged - all at the same time - and I was 
on the porch when they did, what fun!  I 
had walked out to toss mealworms to the parents, as I frequently did, and the 
youngsters all burst off together as both parents perched in the lattice that I 
had set up for them three feet away from the nest.”
 Jill Holden emailed a saga of Barn Swallows that arrived May 26 “to 
inspect last year’s nest and fix it up.  We watched in anticipation until we 
finally saw a little head peaking above the top of the nest on June 27. One day 
Mark glanced at the security camera and saw that something was going on. He 
rushed to the door to find that a Scrub-Jay had pulled two nestlings from the 
nest.  He shooed the Scrub-Jay away and returned one nestlings safely to the 
nest, but it was too late for the other.
 “We kept the Scrub-Jays busy with peanuts since that unfortunate day 
to give our remaining nestlings the best chance that we can, but realizing that 
there is no way that we can totally protect them.  They continued to grow and 
began preening and stretching their wings.     

White Hummingbird by Sharon 
Tanaka

Barn Swallows - credit  unknown
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“July 25, we saw the parents flying with another swallow 
that looked like it was colored the same underneath, but 
did not have the long forked tail. With binoculars we 
saw that it was a fledged Barn Swallow. Another young 
swallow flew out from the nest area with the parents fol-
lowing. The one on the roof stood there looking around 
for a while, and 
eventually head-
ed in the direc-
tion that the rest 
of the family had 
gone. What an 
exhilarating feel-
ing to get to see 
these little ones 
out flying!
 “I hadn’t 
expected them 
to return to the 
nest once they had 
fledged, but they 
came back and got 
bug deliveries as usual at the nest.  Makes sense since 
they will need to get pretty skilled at precise flying in or-
der to catch their own bugs, and the nest is likely a much 
safer place than being out in the open.
 “By July 26 they were at the nest getting fed and 
then we noticed that one had left and the other looked 
ready to go. We got to watch it take off in a flash! They 
have been in and out of the nest today, and they finally 
are back in the nest for the night with an adult standing 
guard right by the nest.”

 Your contributions write this column. Thanks to you in 
urban and suburban Denver who sent in all these intriguing reports. 
Send a note or post card to P.O. Box 584, Franktown 80116, or 
Email me: ouzels8@aol.com.

Denver Audubon/Front Range Birding Seed Sale Partnership:  
A portion of all seed sales will be donated to Denver Audubon 

Denver Audubon and The Front Range Birding Company have partnered 

to make backyard bird feeding easy and affordable. You will be supporting 

Denver Audubon as a portion of all seed sales - all year- will be donated to 

Denver Audubon. Be sure to take advantage of Front Range Birding's "Seed 

Vault Program." You can buy as much as you like up front and pick up fresh 

seed anytime. Seed Vault purchases never expire! There's no need to pre-

order. Just stop by the Front Range Birding Company store and let them know you are there 

for Denver Audubon. Front Range Birding Company: 10146 W San Juan Way #110, Littleton, 

CO 80127 303-979-B ird (2473)

F R O N T  R A N G E  B I R D I N G  S E E D  PA R T N E R S H I P / LW FB A C K YA R D  B I R D S (cont.)

The Lois Webster Fund (LWF) will open its annual call for project  
proposals in early November, 2019. 
The amount available for awarding this year is $12,286. Proposals must meet the 
LWF mission’s concern for Colorado Non-game Wildlife Research and Education. 
Rules and Guidelines will be available online on the Lois Webster Fund page of the 
Denver Audubon website at the time that the call for proposals is open. Submis-
sions are due by the end of January, 2020. In addition to your own potential interest, 
please let others know of this wonderful opportunity to further advance knowledge 
of issues concerning Colorado’s Non-game Wildlife.

Celebrate 50 Years with Denver Audubon

Fall Gathering: November 5 at Lakewood Cultural Center

Xmas Bird Count: See page 4 or website for registration

🌰

🌲
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Barn Swallow nest by  
Robert Martinez



L O I S  W E B S T E R  F U N D 

B Y  R O B  S P A R K S

B L A C K  S W I F T  M O V E M E N T  E C O L O G Y

( C o n t .  n e x t  p a g e )

Together with our research team, I am leading an effort as part of a Bird Conservancy of the 

Rockies project to understand the movement ecology of the Black Swift during the breeding 

season, which is currently unknown. Our objective is to learn more about their foraging patterns 

and identify daily foraging routes. In 2017, myself, Forest Service biologist Kim Potter and 

citizen scientist Carolyn Gunn, attached Global Positioning System (GPS) tags to five swifts 

across sites in western Colorado and now are attempting to recapture these birds, a feat that 

will require patience and perseverance. 

During a clear evening this summer, Bird Conservancy’s Banding Coordinator 

Colin Woolley and I arrive at Box Canyon State Park, perched above the town 

of Ouray, Colorado. We were greeted by Sue Hirshman, another devoted Black 

Swift conservationist. Sue informed us that the same nest we deployed a GPS 

tag at last year was active, but she was not able to determine if the adult swift 

with the GPS tag survived its long migratory trip back from South America. As 

the sky darkened, we discussed our recapture plans. We were eager to see if 

the adult with the GPS tag was on the nest. 

We edged along the steel walkway stopping to look at the nest before de-

scending down to the canyon floor. Swifts were chattering overhead, stream-

ing in and out of the canyon. The nest sits on a knob protruding from the 

canyon wall. As our headlights shined over the nest, we saw a fledgling and 

then an adult with an antenna sticking upwards from its back. We looked at 

each other in excitement, to minimize disturbance to the birds we switched 

our headlights to red and descended. Down on the canyon floor, the sound of 

the crashing waterfall was deafening. We carefully set up wildlife ladders and 

readied our equipment. Slowly climbing up the ladder, I used my hand held net 

to capture the swift. We successfully recaptured the adult and removed the 

GPS tag. The male carrying the tag appeared strong and healthy. After weigh-

ing it we took a few measurements and returned it to its nest. The data on this 

tag will provide answers to basic foraging questions new to science.

Rob Sparks setting up a mist net
Photo by Jack Ferguson

GPS tag
Photo by Jack Ferguson

Black Swift Rob Sparks

Nov/Dec 2019 - page 10



L O I S  W E B S T E R  F U N D 

In 2012, we discovered the annual migratory path and wintering destination 

of the Black Swift, which is in the lowland rainforests of Brazil. Since then, we 

have continued our efforts to learn more about their movement ecology, such 

as flight and foraging patterns, to help inform conservation needs. The North-

ern Black Swift is an aerial insectivore that spends most of its time on the wing 

foraging for insects. Its cryptic nature and difficult-to-access nesting locations 

make it one of the least understood bird species in North and Central America. 

Black Swifts nest in remote areas on wet rock faces, in moist coastal caves or on 

ledges near waterfalls. Designated as a species of Continental Concern in the 

U.S and Canada, the species has lost 94% of its population according to Breed-

ing Bird Survey data. Unfortunately, the wider guild of 

aerial insectivores including swallows, martins, nightjars, 

whip-poor-wills and flycatchers are also experiencing 

steep population declines across North America. This 

region-wide pattern implies that broad scale factors are 

causing the decline. There is an urgent need to fill infor-

mation gaps when it comes to the Black Swift and other 

aerial insectivores.

Black Swifts are thought to forage long distances from 

their nest sites, but their basic movement ecology is 

unknown. Questions such as foraging distance and daily 

foraging routes will help us identify flight patterns, 

foraging hotspots and habitat relationships. This infor-

mation will assist with conservation planning for this 

species.       

We retrieved a second GPS tag during our last recovery 

attempt at Zapata Falls, in the rugged Sangre de Cristo 

Mountains next to the Great Sand Dunes National Park. 

Greg Levandoski & Rob Sparks banding. 
Photo by Rob Sparks

Greg Levandoski & Rob Sparks banding. Photo by Rob Sparks( C o n t .  n e x t  p a g e )Nov/Dec 2019 - page 11



During our recapture efforts, indepen-
dent researcher Greg Levandoski, along 
with myself and Colin also deployed 
wing activity devices to determine 
whether this species performs aerial 
roosting, an incredible adaptation 
where swifts sleep while on the wing, 
spending months in the air without 
landing. We are collaborating with the 
same team that made the aerial roosting 
discovery for their European counter-
parts the Common Swifts. We hope to 
recapture these wing activity devices 
next year. I think we are drawn to the 
Black Swift because they remind us of 
wild places and the rugged terrain they 
inhabit.  Flying over vast expanses, 

streams and mountains, they represent 
nature, wild and untamed. We love and 

value these places and the heritage we inherited from previous generations, and hope to 
leave them intact for future generations to explore. The Black Swift will require our help 
if they are going to be a part of that future.

For more information please contact: rob.sparks@birdconservancy.org
Acknowledgements: We are indebted to all our donors and funders. The Lois Webster 
fund and the Denver Field Ornithologists were an invaluable funding source and pro-
vided much needed funds for 2018 field work. Jason Beason was influential in the initial 
stages of the project and Rich Levad a guiding force. 

We started walking up to the falls before sunrise under the 

moonlight. With the scent of pinyon and juniper trees in 

the air, we made our way to the waterfall. The cold from the 

stream penetrated my waders and reeled me back from my 

thoughts. I needed to focus to keep my balance as I walked 

up-stream to our banding site. This location requires a 

double stacked net set across a stream at the entrance of the 

canyon, reaching a height of 21 feet. The nets were raised just 

before sunrise as swifts foraged under the moonlight catch-

ing moths. We manage to capture a handful of swifts soon 

after the nets were raised, and we’re excited to see one with 

an antenna land in the net. We proceeded to extract the bird 

by carefully untangling it from the net, and removed the GPS 

tag.

We are still analyzing the data from the recovered tags, but 
the foraging patterns during the breeding season that have 
been revealed are exciting. Early results suggest Black Swifts 
travel an average of 160 km daily while foraging at an average 
elevation of 10,200 feet. These distances and heights exceed 
by far foraging movements covered by most landbirds. 

Black Swift with wing activity decice  
Photo by Rob Sparks

L O I S  W E B S T E R  F U N D 

″

″I think we are drawn to 
the Black Swift because 
they remind us of wild 
places and the rugged 
terrain they inhabit. See "Call for 2020 Proposals for Lois Webster Fund"  - page 9

Nov/Dec 2019 - page 12



Educate Generations - Protect Birds and Habitats into the Future
Include Denver Audubon in Your Will, and Other Gift Planning 
Options
 
Denver Audubon offers an opportunity for you to make a gift or bequest 
to leave a legacy and a lasting impact. The goal of planned giving is to help 
you plan your estate and charitable giving in a way that benefits you, your 
family and Denver Audubon. We invite friends who share a commitment 
to educating all ages about birds, other wildlife, and habitats to consider 
making a personal investment in the future of our programs. There are 
several ways you can make these planned gifts to charity and enjoy tax 
and income benefits:
 

•  Specific, Residuary and Contingent Bequests
•  Retirement Accounts and Pension Plans
•  Insurance
•  Securities
•  Charitable Remainder Trust (CRT)
•  Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA)

Please consult with your financial planner and attorney to assure you 
receive the best financial advantages and that your intentions are  
carried out fully.
 
We would be glad to discuss any planned giving option with you –  
in confidence and without obligation. For more information, please call  
303-973-9530 or e-mail Karl Brummert, Executive Director,  
at kbrummert@denveraudubon.org

Please Let Us Know
We often receive bequests from people whom we have never had the  
opportunity to thank. If you include Denver Audubon in your estate plans, 
please let us know. We value the opportunity to express our gratitude in 
person to let you know that your gift is greatly appreciated now and for future 
generations of people and birds to come. Those people who have notified us 
of their intention to make a bequest to Denver Audubon are invited to our 
Legacy Circle. Legacy Circle special events and activities highlighting the 
work we accomplish together will keep you connected to the “legacy” that you 
have planned for us.
 
Legal Designation: If you wish to name Denver Audubon in your 
will or estate plan, we should be legally designated as:  
“Denver Audubon, a nonprofit organization (Tax ID #23-7063701), with its 
principal business headquarters address of 9308 S. Wadsworth Blvd, Littleton, 
CO 80128.”
Date of Incorporation: September 30, 1969

Photo by Dick Vogel
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FOR A FULL DESCRIPTION OF THESE FIELD TRIPS, VISIT www.denveraudubon.org/events/ OR CALL 303-973-9530

Quick Glance - Upcoming Field Trips & Programs
November-December

NOV 2  SAT FRONT RANGE BIRDING

NOV 3  SUN WALK THE WETLANDS
 
NOV 9  SAT DUCKS IN WINTER PLUMAGE AT BELMAR   
   PARK

NOV 16 SAT ROCKY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL

NOV 17 SUN DENVER PARKS MONTHLY WALKS: HUSTON  
   LAKE PARK

NOV 30 SAT CHATFIELD STATE PARK

DEC 1  SUN WALK THE WETLANDS

DEC 2  SAT FRONT RANGE BIRDING

DEC 7  SAT DENVER PARKS MONTHLY WALKS: DENVER  
   CITY PARK

DEC 7  SAT ROCKY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL

DEC 15 SUN EVERGREEN/IDAHO SPRINGS CHRISTMAS BIRD  
   COUNT

DEC 21 SAT WINTER SOLSTICE WALK, ECOLOGY OF CHERRY  
   CREEK
 
DEC 14 SAT DENVER CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

DEC 28 SAT DOUGLAS COUNTY CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

JAN 1  TUE DENVER URBAN CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

JAN 4  SAT FRONT RANGE BIRDING

66th Annual Christmas Bird Count

See  websites listed below for all details, leaders 
and phone # and individual locations  

Denver Saturday, December 14  
www.denveraudubon.org/event/66th-denver-christmas-
bird-count/
Evergreen /Idaho Springs Christmas Sunday, Dec 15 
www.evergreenaudubon.org/events/Christmas-
bircount-2019/
Douglas County Saturday, Dec 28  
www.denveraudubon.org/event/douglas-county-christ-
mas-bird-count-3/
Denver Urban Christmas Count, January 1 
www.denveraudubon.org/event/denver-urban-christmas-
bird-count/ 
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Belize: Rainforest to Reef  
November 9-16, 2019 
Nestled between Mexico and Guatemala on the Caribbean coast of Central 
America, Belize is one of the few remaining unspoiled places on earth. From 
colorful coral reefs to tropical rainforest to gorgeous beaches to the mysteries 
of the ancient Maya, you can truly experience it all in Belize. The only English-
speaking country in Central America, Belize offers a unique combination of 
rewarding travel experiences that make it unlike any other destination in the 
world. Hosted by Kate Hogan, Community Outreach Coordinator
$2795/person based on double occupancy. Single supplement: $775
Register:  https://reefstorockies.com/destinations/central-america/belize/belize-rainforest-
to-reef-2019/

Cuba Essential Birding and Conservation Education 
February 1-8, 2020 
Our Cuban tour provides you with a great opportunity to see more than 
twenty of the possible Cuban endemic birds, in addition to a good number of 

Caribbean endemic species. Cuban endemics include 
Gundlach’s Hawk, Bee Hummingbird (smallest hum-
mingbird in the world), Cuban Trogon, Cuban Tody, 
Cuban Parakeet, Zapata Wren and more. This is a 

legal Cuba tour, where you are collecting ornithologi-
cal data to support the education of the Cuban people 

about their natural resources. You will be birding, and travelling for humani-
tarian purposes. You will also get to experience the local Cuban culture and 
have an opportunity to explore Havana and other interesting locations. Our 
friendly Cuban bird guide will be happy to discuss and give a local perspective 
on Cuban life, as well as share his extensive knowledge of the local birds and 
wildlife. Learn more, including the detailed itinerary and birds: https://www.
pibird.com/cuba-essential-asgd 
$3,290 per Person with 8 participants for 8 Days and 7 Nights. Trip cost includes guide and 
driver, all access fees, your meals, 7 nights of lodging, airport transfers and more. 
Register by contacting Charles Thornton-Kolbe, 720-320-1974, email Charles@PIBird.com

Quick Glance - Domestic & International Travel - Cont.

Spring Magic in Nebraska
Thursday, March 26 – Sunday, March 29, 2020
Each spring, more than 80 percent ofthe world’s population of sandhill cranes con-
verges on Nebraska’s Platte River Valley.  Along with them come millions of migrating 
ducks and geese in the neighboring Rainwater Basin - covering the vast expanse of 
open sky with millions of flapping wings and a chorus of calls.  At the same time, in 
the grasslands of Nebraska, male sharp-tailed grouse and greater prairie chickens are 
vying for the attention of hens.  Their raucous lek displays include clucks, whoops, 
gobbles, exposed tail coverts and balloon-like air sacs flashing orange and yellow.  Get 
ready for spring magic in Nebraska! 

$1250 per person (double occupancy). Single rooms not available at Crane Trust.
Includes a donation to Denver Audubon. See detailed itinerary at https://reefstorockies.com/destina-
tions/north-america-2/united-states/spring-magic-in-nebraska-2020/.
Register by contacting Sheridan Samano, 303.860.6045, email Sheridan@ReefsToRockies.com.

South Africa: Birding and Wildlife Safari: Kruger National Park & More
October/November 2020
The provinces of KwaZulu-Natal and Mpumalanga on 
South Africa’s eastern seaboard boast some of the coun-
try’s finest birding and exceptional mammal viewing. An 
impressive 500 plus species of birds occur in the region, 
reflecting the wonderful natural diversity of the area.  
South Africa's modern infrastructure (lodges and good 
roads) supports productive birding and travel throughout 
the region.
This trip covers the classic African savanna of the world-renowned Kruger National 
Park. Kruger is famous as the best spot for a South African Safari, and this tour should 
find well over 300 bird species and 40 plus mammal species. This tour of eastern South 
Africa offers the very best of African bird watching and wildlife viewing. Tours to 
Kruger National Park often get all of the big 5 mammals, including Southern White 
Rhinoceros, African Bush Elephant, African Buffalo, African Lion and African Leopard.

Register by contacting Charles Thornton-Kolbe, 720-320-1974, email charles@PIBird.com

Four-colored Bushshrike 
by Keith Valentine

Bee Hummingbird by  
Arturo Kirkconnell, Jr. 
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Arlene Raskin, 1st Vice President
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Kristin Salamack, Secretary 

Shelley Conger 
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McCune, Carolyn Roark 
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Dick Anderson, Mary Urban, George Mayfield 

School/Public Programs Volunteers 
Lisa Chase, Mo Igoe, Pam Schmidt,
Lynne Forrester, Carolyn Roark, Breanne Frank,
Kate Hall, Mariane Erickson, Reed Gorner, Cairn Carr, 
Saloni Dangre, Dick Anderson, Tom Bush, 
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Volunteers,  Donors, New Friends and Officers & Staff

Your volunteer hours are very important to us! 
Your volunteer hours are very important to us as we use them to raise money through grants and the SCFD. 
Please record your hours on Volgistics or email Kate Hogan with your completed hours as soon as possible. 
Thanks!

Staff
To contact us

info@denveraudubon.org

Karl Brummert
Executive Director

Kate Hogan
Community Outreach Coordinator

Emily Hertz
School Programs Coordinator

Suzy Hiskey
Nature Educator

Rhonda Shank 
Office Manager

Andy Carstens 
Communications & Marketing Coordinator

Mary Urban
Newsletter Design/Layout  
 

Gardens 
Dale Benson, Dale Campau, Debra Coffman
Scott Yarberry, Doug Kibbe, Lloyd Guthrie
Diana Hornick, Lydia Stranglen, Tom Chaney, 

Maintenence 
Don Niemcyzk

New & Renewing Friends 
Teri Appell, Virginia Batts, Amber Baughman, Crystal 
Beckel, Timothea Biermann, Carol Blackard, Scott 
& Carol Blackard, April & Stephen Block, David & 
Joanie Bock, Steve Bonowski, Cathi Bouton, Keith 
Buckley, Deidre Callanan, Scott & Kathleen Caruso, 
Sharie Chickering, Janet Cuneo Shin Family, Jennie 
Czuba, Ryan Dibala, Marirosa Donisi, Curt Franken-
feld, Patti Galli, Christopher Gibbons, Lee Gilliland, 
Jeffrey Harris, John Hoogerheide, Kate Horan, 
Joanne Hoyt, Theresa Johnson, Andrea Keleher, 
Angie Kennedy, Charlie Kenney, Greg Kerwin, Julia 
Kimmerly, Bruce & Jean Leigh, Shanleigh McStay, 
Peter Milligan, Leslie O'connor, Pamela Page, Tina 
Reimer, Phil K Rock, David Rosenson, Andi Ruth-
erford, Theodore Sandquist, Lori Sharp, Lawrence 
Shupe, Debi Sita, Donna Smith, Barbra Sobhani, 
Joan Sommerfeld, Lydia Stranglen, Jeff Stroup, Eliza-
beth Taylor, Connie Wilson, Deb Wingfield, Patricia F 
Wonderley, Karen & Anthony Yankus

Donors 
Ginger Barrett, Sharon Bartholomew, Betty Barton, Robert Bassett, Mark Berkstresser, Kent 
Blumberg, Steve Bonowski, Maggie Brahm, Shirley Casey, Shelley Conger, Martha Eubanks, 
Donald Fisher, Jeffrey Gross, Don & Barbara Hall, Debbie Hall, Judy Henderson, Rick Kenney, 
Cynthia Kristensen, R. Kent Landmark, Melissa Leasia, Jean Leigh, Tom & Dominique Loucks, 
Don Mares, Jeanne & Marty McCune, Bridget Milnes, Jillian Novak, Alan Peryam, Meg Reck, 
Gene & Polly Reetz, Carolyn Roark, David Rosenson, Stacey Shank, Jeff Stroup, Richard Thorn-
ton, Michael Tischer, Coling & Shirley-Ann Weber, Wendy Woods
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